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ome.” His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” Now
standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of
purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons.

Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to
the brim. He said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it to the chief
steward.” So they took it. When the steward tasted the water that had
become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants

who had drawn the water knew), the steward called the bridegroom a
said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferi
wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good
"

Qwine until now.” Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee

-~
John 2:1-11

n the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the

mother of Jesus was there. Jesus and his disciples had also bee

invited to the wedding. When the wine gave out, the mother of

Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” And Jesus said to her,
“Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet

4

and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.
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THE NAMING OF JESUS

It was Christ’s wish that all the requirements of the law be
met by him, and so he was circumcised on the eighth day (Luke
2:21).

During the celebration of the Feast of the Naming of our
Lord Jesus Christ, we remember both the naming and the
circumcision of Christ. The basis for this feast may be found in the
first chapters of the Gospels of Matthew and Luke. In both
Matthew 1:21 and in Luke 1:31 there is the story of the
annunciation to Mary by the angel Gabriel. In the account recorded
in the Gospel of Matthew, we read that the angel appeared to
Joseph in a dream saying that the name of the child Mary bore was
to be Jesus. Insofar as angels are messengers of God, Gabriel was
in fact relating to Joseph that it was the will of God that Mary
name her child Jesus. Similarly, in the account of the annunciation
recorded in the Gospel of St. Luke, the angel tells Mary that the
name of her child (a child which she had not yet conceived) was to
be called Jesus.

The name Jesus is similar to both the Hebrew and Aramaic
forms of “he will save.” This feast is in commemoration of Christ’s
being named Jesus, which means “savior,” as commanded by the
angel to Mary during the Annunciation (Luke 1:31). It took place
on the eighth day, on the occasion of the circumcision (Luke 2:21),
in keeping with Hebraic law and is commemorated by the church
on January 13. In the Gospel, the name Emmanuel (which means
“God with us”) also has been used (Matthew 1:23), in keeping with
the prophecy of Isaiah 7:14.

Interestingly, Jesus was not named Jesus Christ at the time
of his birth. The word Christ means “the anointed one” or “the
Messiah.” The word Christ is a title. Jesus, the Christ, then became
known as Jesus Christ. The name Christ is also used by itself.

We celebrate the naming because his name is representative
of his mission; that is Jesus was, and is, the Savior. Thus, in
celebrating the naming of the Lord we are recognizing Jesus as our
Savior.
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CHILDREN'S PRAYERBOOK

By Archbishop Hovnan Derderian

B
PRAVER FOR

Lord, my God,

You created the world

the day and the night,

the skies and the earth,

the waters and the land,

the stars and the moon,

the trees and the flowers.

Let my prayer be a call

for the peace of the world,

so that we may cherish and embrace
Your glorious creation.

Amen.
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REQUIEM SERVICE N}

Upon the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy, we will
conduct Requiem Service for the following:

*ARMENOUHI KARAPETYAN

Occasion 3 years

Requested by

@ Daughter’s family.- Anahit & Napolyon, Kevork,
Masis Kundubegyan.

May the God Lord rest the soul of His servants in peace

and grant the comfort of the Holy Spirit to the family
members.
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A Pound of Butter (Honesty)

There was a farmer who sold a pound of butter to a
baker. One day the baker decided to weigh the butter to
see if he was getting the right amount, which he wasn't.
Angry about this, he took the farmer to court.

The judge asked the farmer if he was using any
measure to weight the butter. The farmer replied,
“Honor, I am primitive. | don’t have a proper measure,
but I do have a scale.”

The judge asked, “Then how do you weigh the
butter?”

The farmer replied;

“Your Honor, long before the baker started buying
butter from me, I have been buying a pound loaf of bread
from him. Every day when the baker brings the bread, I
put it on the scale and give him the same weight in
butter. If anyone is to be blamed, it is the baker.”

Moral of the story:
In life, you get what you give. Don’t try and cheat
others.



HOME BLESSIN

he home is a sacred place where family members maintain and
share many values. It is also a place where they are charged
and empowered with these values to live a peaceful and God-
pleasing life. It is under thi%m"(tfrm/all,edllectively form oneness in
spirit and assume an important responsibility in the life of the
community. It is in this place where they break bread and share joys
and sorrows. Here the presence of the Omnipotent is felt since every
family is a miniature of a "Little Church—Ecclesia." In this "Little

Church" the inexhaustible love and the very generous blessing of God
permeate.

For Home Blessing the priest takes with him wafer and
incense, and blesses the bread, the water and the salt provided by the
family. These three fundamental elements are essential life-giving
gifts for human life. The priest asks from the Omnipotent God not to
lessen these three gifts without which life becomes impossible or
imperfect.

The bread, the water and the salt are symbols of God's infinite
goodness and care. With the blessing of these great gifts the
household is enriched spiritually and its existence perpetuated for the
service of his Creator. Along with the bread, salt, and bread offered
on a tray by the dwellers, the priest places also the wafer stamped
with a crucifix and designs of grapes and wheat. The wafer is the
presence of Christ in the home. The members of the family can either
distribute the wafer among themselves or keep it in a jar along with
flour, salt, or rice.

During Home Blessing it is customary to burn incense which
symbolizes the burning of our souls with our Lord's love. In his
supplication the Psalmist says, "Let my prayer be counted as incense
before Thee." Through this ceremony everyone's faith is replenished
and strengthened and the Lord's presence is felt.

FOR HOME BLESSING, PLEASE CALL
| FR.MASHDOTS KESHISHIAN AT (818) 293-9098. )



