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GOSPEL READING

Matthew 12:38-45

{

" hen some of the scribes and Pharisees answered, saying,
“Teacher, we want to see a sign from You.”

!
But He answered and said to them, “An evil and adulterous )
generation seeks after a sign, and no sign will be given to it except

the sign of the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was three days and
three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be

three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. The men of

Nineveh will rise up in the judgment with this generation and

condemn it, because they repented at the preaching of Jonah; an

indeed a greater than Jonah is here. The queen of the South will
r

rise up in the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for
-ﬁ she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of 7
Solomon; and indeed a greater than Solomon is here. )ﬁ

When an unclean spirit goes out of a man, he goes through T‘

: \.-pl'aces seeking rest, and finds none. Then he says, ‘I will retu

: & house from which I came.” And when he comes%"
fnds it empty, swept, and put in order. Then he goes and takesg b a

-

asS

ith him seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and the
enter and dwell there; and the last state of that man is worse than
the first. So shall it also be with this wicked generation.”
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E nqhh hnp yEwlpht:

‘Unpngnn huniptwtg Uunniws hd wthwuwbbyh.
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PRAYER

By Archbishop Hovnan Derderian

The breath of the resurrection is in your
ineffable power. You have allowed me to
know this new breath, O Lord. You are
the fountain of life. The breath of the
resurrection has become a vision in my
soul; it has become the torch of my entire
being. Make the breath of the
resurrection the yeast of your spiritual life, O faithful, for it is
that breath the new life of the soul.

Renewer of the old, O Inscrutable God; renew also my
person forever and ever. Every prayer emanating from my
soul beseeches you to renew the old person in me and lead me
to the new person, the core of which is you, O Eternal God.
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THE DISCOVERY OF THE RELICS OF ST GREGORY

n the calendar of the Armenian Church, the discovery of the

relics of St. Gregory is an important feast and is

commemorated on the Saturday before the Fourth Sunday after
Pentecost.

As St. Gregory grew old, he became more involved in
solitary life. St. Gregory’s favorite spot for seclusion and prayer
was a site called “the Caves of Mané,” located on Mount Sebuh
near Erzinjan, now in eastern Turkey. This place had previously
been the residence of the Virgin Mané, one of St. Hripsimé’s
companions. It is unclear how long St. Gregory lived there, and
when exactly he died. After some time had elapsed, shepherds
chanced upon his body and buried him at the spot where they
found him, not knowing who he was. During the fifth century, a
hermit named Karnig was guided by a vision to the grave of the
saint and discovered his relics. It was customary in those days to
distribute relics of saints to various churches in different parts, and
it seems that the same practice was implemented in St. Gregory’s
case. Karnig took the body of the saint to the village of Tortan,
located to the east of Mount Sebuh, and buried some of the relics
there; the rest were taken elsewhere. On or near St. Gregory’s
unmarked grave there stood a church, built at a later time and still
extant in 1915. The exact site of St. Gregory’s grave in Tortan was
not known even to visitors in the tenth century; but nine other
graves existed inside the church, and were said to belong to King
Drtad, his queen Ashkhén, his sister Khosrovitukhd, and other
members of St. Gregory’s family. These were still extant as late as
1915.

The remaining relics of St. Gregory were later taken to the
Monastery of St. John the Baptist in Pakavan, where St. Gregory
had baptized King Drtad and the Armenian people in the Aradzani
River. The relics were kept in a box and taken out on important
occasions. In a.d. 450, when a rumor arose in Armenia that St.
Vartan and the Armenian magnates had accepted the Persian
religion during their visit to Persia’s royal court, the returning



magnates were met by a gathering of priests, noblemen and
common people, who held forth the box of St. Gregory’s relics as a
reminder of their Christian roots. Similar incidents occurred at
times of turmoil and joy.

The relics of St. Gregory were later taken and laid beneath
the massive columns of the Holy Zvartnots Church, whose ruins
are still visible near the airport of Yerevan. The saint’s skull was
kept separately in a box. At some point the skull was transferred to
the West and is now kept in the church of St. Gregory the
Armenian in Naples, Italy. (Some other relics of St. Gregory
deposited in that location were recently transferred to the
Armenian Church by the Roman Catholic Church, as a tribute to
the 1700th anniversary of Armenia’s conversion to Christianity.)
Today, relics of St. Gregory may be found at Holy Etchmiadzin,
Holy Jerusalem and Antilias. The relic at Holy Etchmiadzin,
encased in an arm-shaped reliquary, is used to bless the Holy
Chrism (Muron) once every seven years. It is on display in the
treasury of the Holy See.
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Ukswhwpniuwn hwypp skp niqlp np nnqub wdkl pub
phipnipbwdp  uwnwbwp,  hbkwbiwpwp, hp  18-nn
wwpbnupdht opp §'puk

-Ujuop Y'ippwu b gnpd Yp quubku, §'wpjumainhu no
npud Yp pwhhu, www pkns pupphpki qpiniws bu:

Snuil, np dhty wyn owwn othwgws Ukdgus b,
wilhgwytu §'ppwy dopp pny nt gpud Yp utigpk. Uwypp
sphdwbwny winp wpgniupubpnit, Yp hwik nuljh npud dp
nt 4nt tnwy nnnii:

Ghotpp winuitt wyn gnudwpp hopp Ynt wwy, hpp hp
Juunwlfwsp, huy huypp Yp jutgpk np nnut ppudp
ophnpht dky ik, b nnub Yp htwquinh:

Swenprn wnwiown, hwjpp umu hpwdwbp §nt nuwy

nnnil, b ypyht Yp nhdk dopp, duypp Yphht npund Ym
wnwy nnnil, huly ghpkpp Epp wb pp hop gnyg Ynt iy pp
«uhwd» gnulwpp, huwypp Ypyht Yp utgpt np Eppuyg
ophnpht Uk ukwk, ni wnub Ypyht hopp hpwdwbp Yp
gnpdwnnk:

Fuyg huypp pwn futjugh dwpy Ep, oo ghinkp hy kp
Juwnwpniwsp. Ut Eppnpn opp wannit dopp §'niqnuplk ghin
hp Sunnpht wyghniptwt nt mnuyth tnju pubp Yp pugpk:
Uju wmiqud wnnut skp ghnbp npnt ghdkp, fud hty pukp
gnidupp wwwhnybnt hwdwp, htnbiwpup unhyniws
U'nppuy hujuyku hotik) punwp nt ppwtnipwwih Up down
npuku pinttwjhp wohuwwnhy: Udpnne opp, dwdkpny wjiput
J'wphiwnh, Yp ppunth m Ynhwlp Yp gunguk np pupphph
dwidnily, hwught §p Jupkuwy hwutih) nni: Ut hopp gnjg Ynt
nw) Juunwlws gnidwpp nt jnqguws §p tknnth puqunght
Ypuy:

Epp huypp Yphht Yp uugpk np Epk m gnudwpp
ophnpp tbhwnk, mnut §p phipwubug.



Ot huyphy sk, h’us Y'pubu, ghink’u hspub ndniwp
owhbtp U wyu kY nuljht, hwdhu wjuon sukwnkup, Uknp L,
huunpbd pnyu pnn dtwg, hwghu huyphl...

Zugpp hwulbuyny bnqwsp, Yp dwwnh m ot
nunbuny §'put’

Stuw'p wnuu, vhuyh kpp wpnupopkh  swhwd
hpuwiniupn Yp Ynpubigibu, i mnkt wyupwt §p guithu no
j'wthunuuu...

Zpiw hwuygw'p b Yp bpwbwlk Swipnh ppunhtpny
owhniwé npud...
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Qupwt gnipn ghobp Up, wnpuwn nnuy Up jpwbiniph

Up nhdwg Yhgws, wwywyhtu ubkpu Yp nhwnkp: Shypu dp
htnpnikt wtnp pnyhl nwnpbpp tjuwnkinyg §p donmktwy nt
Atinpth poubiny qhup Yp wmwbh ukpuw: wbnipywukt Yp

Jutugpk np tignit nnpht swthny jue wwpnily Yoohlukp phipk
twbt nnwpnil] pwdlynt dp: Squbt qupdugus wsptipny Yp
nhwuk onnwp nhljung:

Pwph whYhtp Ypuk Uunbp pmiln &b, pupny
hwqgnihu:

Snuit mwluthtt wupws Yp tuyh Yung wsphpnih uke
nt j'puk:

“Ynip Uunniw st bp :

Yhtp dupnunyd §p wuwnwupwil -0s nnuu, bu
wupquuybku Uunp quuuljubpku kYo Ed:

“Uww’ -§'puk niqub- Gu Junwh th np juy dp fup
Atp b Uuwnnisny vhebi:
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HOME BLESSING

he home is a sacred place where family members maintain and
share many values. It is also a place‘where they are charged
and empowered whl\sh\esﬁn\ﬁ/gmres/td live a peaceful and God-
pleasing life. It is under this roof that all collectively form oneness in
spirit and assume an important responsibility in the life of the
community. It is in this place where they break bread and share joys
and sorrows. Here the presence of the Omnipotent is felt since every
family is a miniature of a "Little Church—Ecclesia.” In this "Little

Church" the inexhaustible love and the very generous blessing of God
permeate.

For Home Blessing the priest takes with him wafer and
incense, and blesses the bread, the water and the salt provided by the
family. These three fundamental elements are essential life-giving
gifts for human life. The priest asks from the Omnipotent God not to
lessen these three gifts without which life becomes impossible or
imperfect.

The bread, the water and the salt are symbols of God's infinite
goodness and care. With the blessing of these great gifts the
household is enriched spiritually and its existence perpetuated for the
service of his Creator. Along with the bread, salt, and bread offered
on a tray by the dwellers, the priest places also the wafer stamped
with a crucifix and designs of grapes and wheat. The wafer is the
presence of Christ in the home. The members of the family can either
distribute the wafer among themselves or keep it in a jar along with
flour, salt, or rice.

During Home Blessing it is customary to burn incense which
symbolizes the burning of our souls with our Lord's love. In his
supplication the Psalmist says, “Let my prayer be counted as incense
before Thee." Through this ceremony everyone's faith is replenished
and strengthened and the Lord's presence is felt.

FOR HOME BLESSING, PLEASE CALL
\ FR.MASHDOTS KESHISHIAN AT (818) 293-9098. ]
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hwdtgkp ubpluyuguby dhske
Zhugupph Ytuop, npwitugh fuipkih
pirwy Jhotl phpehht dty:

Announcement
Requiem Service

Thursday noon for printing in the Sunday
Bulletin.



Summer Hours,
Badarak Starting at

10am

The liturgy (Badarak) will take place at
10:00am instead of 11:00am during the
summer months.

We will resume our normal hours
starting on Sunday September 8th.

Save the Date

Our annual Vardavar Armenian Picnic
will be held at lovely Mclver Park this
year on Sunday, July 14th at 1pm.



https://oregonstateparks.org/index.cfm?do=parkPage.dsp_parkPage&parkId=102

St. Kevork Church

Annual Vartavar Picnic

Sunday, July 14 - 1:00pm
Qom ud 60& gooa@ 6000@, games, wnd, 6(4}1/.’

At Mclver State Park Cedar Picnic Shelter (located in Estacada, OR, 97023)

We will have a traditional Armenian BBQ, salads, and sweets.

Please bring your own water guns, board or other games, and picnic chairs.
There will be raffle drawing.

Adults $16 ) )d

Children 5-12 $8

Children younger than 5 free

To reserve your tickets contact
Gayane Minasian at 971-244-2693

Karine Eksuzyan at 818-281-5255
Up. Glinpq GlYtintigh
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Yhpwlh hnyhuh 14 - YEuopht' dunip 1:00
Uhwglip utq Yuylylne hwidn nunbghp, iuunbip b qup@uip:

Mclver State Park Cedar Picnic Shelter (located in Estacada, OR, 97023)
Yniiklwip huyuijub funpnywd, wnguiiitkp W pungpuyuhp:

folippnud Bup dkiq htwn phply opuyhtt hpuguitikp, ubinuitth Yud wy) fuwntp,
huywbu twle nwpwwhtt wpnnibp: Sknh Yniikuw Jhawywhwnpni:

Ukdwhwuwlubp - $16

5-12 mwptljwb tpkuwbbp - $8

5 mwpkljwiihg gudp kpijuwbibp - wGwp
Snifutip wipwgptine hwidwp Yoty
971-244-2693 Qi Uhtwuwl
818-281-5255 Ywphlk Epuniquib
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