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GOSPEL READING

Lukel:39-56

with haste, into a city of Judah;and entered into the house of
Zacharias and saluted Elisabeth.And it came to pass, when
Elisabeth heard the salutation of Mary, thebabe leaped in her
womb; and Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit;and she lifted up
her voice with a loud cry, and said, Blessed [art]thou among women,
and blessed [is] the fruit of thy womb. And whence is this to me, that
the mother of my Lord should come unto
me?For behold, when the voice of thy salutation came into mine
ears,thebabe leaped in my womb for joy.And blessed [is] she that
believed; for there shall be a fulfilment ofthe things which have be
spoken to her from the Lord.

< 3 nd Mary arose in these days and went into the hill country

ﬁAnd Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord,And my spirit hath

ejoiced in God my Saviour.For he hath looked upon the low estate o

Lghis, handmaid: For behold,from henceforth all generations shall call

le blessed.For he that is mighty hath done to me great things; A

hon is hisname.And his mercy is unto generations and generatio

. -‘ O them that fearhlm He hath showed strength with his arm; He hﬁ
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hungry he hath filled Wlth good things; And the rich he hath sent
empty away.He hath given help to Israel his servant, That he might
remember mercy(As he spoke unto our fathers toward Abraham and
his seed for ever.

And Mary abode with her about three months, and returned unto
herhouse.
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PRAYER
By Archbishop Hovnan Derderian

You are the dew of newly shared life,
O Almighty God; you are the life-
giving dew of my life awakened by the
sunrise, for with that I wish to quench
the thirst of my soul. O faithful, seek
the Lord’s dew in your lives and
enliven your spiritual lives.

You are the light of my languishing soul, O My Lord God,
for your word springs fountains of true wisdom in my
soul. My soul rejects the weak for you are the key of new
life and the healing remedy for wounded souls.



ASSUMPTION OF THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD

he greatest feast exalting the Holy Mother of God is the Feast of

the Assumption. It is also one of the five major feast days or

daghavars of the Armenian Church (along with Theophany,
Easter, Transfiguration, and the Exaltation of the Holy Cross).

Historic data tells us that St. Mary lived in Jerusalem about
fifteen years after the resurrection and then died. Eastern tradition tells us
that at her death an elaborate funeral took place. The apostles, with the
exception of St. Bartholomew, buried her with great reverence in the
Garden of Gethsemane. For three days and three nights angelic singing
was heard over her tomb. Then the apostles saw a vision of Jesus coming
down from heaven and taking his mother up from the grave to be with
Him in heaven.

When Bartholomew arrived, he wanted to see Mary for the last
time. The apostles took him to the tomb, and to their amazement, found it
empty. They were convinced that her body had been taken up into
heaven by the Lord. This belief was sanctioned by the church between
the 9th and 12th centuries.

The Armenian Church observes this feast for nine days as
ordered by St. NersesShnorhali, who also composed most of the
sharagans (hymns) of the feast. The sharagans dedicated to
Asdvadzadzin are among the most poetic and beautiful of our hymnal. On
this day, following the celebration of the Divine Liturgy, the blessing of
grapes takes place.

Even though there is no law that we offer to God all first fruits
with blessings, it is a good custom. Since it would be impractical to bless
each fruit separately, grapes, as the noblest of fruits and the essence of
joy- inducing wine (also a symbol of communion), are blessed in place
of all other fruits, in keeping with established ritual. The day of the
blessing of grapes is the feast of Asdvadzadzin (Mother of God) not
because of any theological connection, but for the convenience of the
season and the grape harvest. In the southern provinces where fruits ripen
earlier, the custom of observing the blessing of grapes at Vartavar
(Transfiguration) and even earlier dates has been adopted.

In the Garden of Gethsemane in Jerusalem, there is the Church
of the Virgin Mary which contains her tomb. The Armenians and Greeks
oversee this church. It is a lovely church, and one enters by means of a
long, broad staircase which leads down into the church proper. No other
denomination may celebrate Divine Liturgy there without the permission
of the Armenian and Greek churches.
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Stories.- Potatoes, Eggs, and Coffee Beans

Once upon a time a daughter complained to her father that her
life was miserable and that she didn’t know how she was going to make
it. She was tired of fighting and struggling all the time. It seemed just as
one problem was solved, another one soon followed.

Her father, a chef, took her to the kitchen. He filled three pots
with water and placed each on a high fire. Once the three pots began to
boil, he placed potatoes in one pot, eggs in the second pot, and ground
coffee beans in the third pot.

He then let them sit and boil, without saying a word to his
daughter. The daughter, moaned and impatiently waited, wondering what
he was doing.

After twenty minutes he turned off the burners. He took the
potatoes out of the pot and placed them in a bowl. He pulled the boiled
eggs out and placed them in a bowl.

He then ladled the coffee out and placed it in a cup. Turning to
her he asked. “Daughter, what do you see?” “Potatoes, eggs, and
coffee,” she hastily replied.

“Look closer,” he said, “and touch the potatoes.” She did and
noted that they were soft. He then asked her to take an egg and break it.
After pulling off the shell, she observed the hard-boiled egg. Finally, he
asked her to sip the coffee. Its rich aroma brought a smile to her face.

“Father, what does this mean?” she asked.

He then explained that the potatoes, the eggs and coffee beans
had each faced the same adversity— the boiling water.

However, each one reacted differently.

The potato went in strong, hard, and unrelenting, but in boiling
water, it became soft and weak.

The egg was fragile, with the thin outer shell protecting its liquid
interior until it was put in the boiling water. Then the inside of the egg
became hard.

However, the ground coffee beans were unique. After they were
exposed to the boiling water, they changed the water and created
something new.

“Which are you,” he asked his daughter. “When adversity
knocks on your door, how do you respond? Are you a potato, an egg, or a
coffee bean? “

Moral: In life, things happen around us, things happen to us,
but the only thing that truly matters is what happens within us.

Which one are you?
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HOME BLESSING

he home is a sacred place where family members maintain and
share many values. It is also a place-where they are charged
and empowered whl\;h\esﬁn\ﬁ@mres/td live a peaceful and God-
pleasing life. It is under this roof that all collectively form oneness in
spirit and assume an important responsibility in the life of the
community. It is in this place where they break bread and share joys
and sorrows. Here the presence of the Omnipotent is felt since every
family is a miniature of a "Little Church—Ecclesia.” In this "Little

Church" the inexhaustible love and the very generous blessing of God
permeate.

For Home Blessing the priest takes with him wafer and
incense, and blesses the bread, the water and the salt provided by the
family. These three fundamental elements are essential life-giving
gifts for human life. The priest asks from the Omnipotent God not to
lessen these three gifts without which life becomes impossible or
imperfect.

The bread, the water and the salt are symbols of God's infinite
goodness and care. With the blessing of these great gifts the
household is enriched spiritually and its existence perpetuated for the
service of his Creator. Along with the bread, salt, and bread offered
on a tray by the dwellers, the priest places also the wafer stamped
with a crucifix and designs of grapes and wheat. The wafer is the
presence of Christ in the home. The members of the family can either
distribute the wafer among themselves or keep it in a jar along with
flour, salt, or rice.

During Home Blessing it is customary to burn incense which
symbolizes the burning of our souls with our Lord's love. In his
supplication the Psalmist says, "Let my prayer be counted as incense
before Thee." Through this ceremony everyone's faith is replenished
and strengthened and the Lord's presence is felt.

FOR HOME BLESSING, PLEASE CALL
\ FR.MASHDOTS KESHISHIAN AT (818) 293-9098. ]



DONATE FOR ALTAR FLOWERS

ne way to celebrate the life of a loved family member or a friend is to
donate either altar flowers for the Divine Liturgy.

Donations may be made by individuals or families for various
occasions, such as name days, birthdays, anniversaries or on the occasion of a
Requiem Service (Hokehankist).
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The Meaning of the Grapes

It is important to know the meaning of the grapes!

Question: Why does the Armenian Church do the
blessing of the grapes on the Day of the Assumption of
the Holy Mother-Of-God?

1.Let’s remember, my dears - the grapes have
spiritual meaning in them. First of all because when
Noah came out of the arkafter landing on the Mountain
Ararat when the Great Flood was over, the first thing he
planted on the earth was a vineyard.

2.Jesus himself said: -“I'm the true vine” (John
15). What is made out of grapes? Wine! And what does
wine symbolize? It represents the blood of Jesus Christ.
Therefore, my dears, the blessing of the grapes takes
place on the Day of the Assumption of the Holy Mother-
Of-God, as Saint Mary was the one to give birth the true
wine, our Jesus Christ!

When the wine runs out during the wedding at
Cana, Jesus delivers a sign of his glory by turning water
into wine - meaning that Jesus Christ came to sweeten
our lives, converting the worries and difficulties, that
pressure our souls like water, intosweet wine.

Ter Mashdots Keshishyan
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Communityeet & Greet
and ANCA360 Presentation

PORTLAND, OREGON

St. Kevork Armenian Church
9215 SE Church St
Clackamas, OR 97015
Tuesday, August 20, 2019 at 7:00 PM

, ‘
Armen Sahakyan Liyah Babayan Serob Abrahamian

We look forward to meeting our vibrant Portland community to learn
more about the local activities and initiatives. Join us to receive the
latest updates on the wide-ranging 360 degree work of the ANCA
Western Region in advancing the Armenian Cause on the federal,
state, and local levels as well as explore avenues on how you can get
involved too! Our special guest Liyah Babayan will discuss her book
"Liminal: A Refugee Memoir" and have them available for purchase.
Q&A session will follow the presentation.

#ANCAinAction



