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GOSPEL READING

Lukel:39-56

with haste, into a city of Judah;and entered into the house of
Zacharias and saluted Elisabeth.And it came to pass, when
Elisabeth heard the salutation of Mary, thebabe leaped in her
womb; and Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit;and she lifted up
her voice with a loud cry, and said, Blessed [art]thou among women,
and blessed [is] the fruit of thy womb. And whence is this to me, that
the mother of my Lord should come unto
me?For behold, when the voice of thy salutation came into mine
ears,thebabe leaped in my womb for joy.And blessed [is] she that
believed; for there shall be a fulfilment ofthe things which have be
spoken to her from the Lord.

< 3 nd Mary arose in these days and went into the hill country

ﬁAnd Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord,And my spirit hath

ejoiced in God my Saviour.For he hath looked upon the low estate o

Lghis handmaid: For behold,from henceforth all generations shall call

le blessed.For he that is mighty hath done to me great things; A

hon is hisname.And his mercy is unto generations and generatio

. -‘ o them that fearhlm He hath showed strength with his arm; He hﬁ
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hungry he hath filled Wlth good things; And the rich he hath sent
empty away.He hath given help to Israel his servant, That he might
remember mercy(As he spoke unto our fathers toward Abraham and
his seed for ever.

And Mary abode with her about three months, and returned unto
herhouse.
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PRAYER

By Archbishop Hovnan Derderian

You are the dew of newly shared life,

- O Almighty God; you are the life-
- giving dew of my life awakened by the
“[j //' sunrise, for with that I wish to quench

y Y the thirst of my soul. O faithful, seek
E the Lord’s dew in your lives and

enliven your spiritual lives.

You are the light of my languishing soul, O My Lord God,
for your word springs fountains of true wisdom in my
soul. My soul rejects the weak for you are the key of new
life and the healing remedy for wounded souls.



ASSUMPTION OF THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD

he greatest feast exalting the Holy Mother of God is the Feast of

the Assumption. It is also one of the five major feast days or

daghavars of the Armenian Church (along with Theophany,
Easter, Transfiguration, and the Exaltation of the Holy Cross).

Historic data tells us that St. Mary lived in Jerusalem about
fifteen years after the resurrection and then died. Eastern tradition tells us
that at her death an elaborate funeral took place. The apostles, with the
exception of St. Bartholomew, buried her with great reverence in the
Garden of Gethsemane. For three days and three nights angelic singing
was heard over her tomb. Then the apostles saw a vision of Jesus coming
down from heaven and taking his mother up from the grave to be with
Him in heaven.

When Bartholomew arrived, he wanted to see Mary for the last
time. The apostles took him to the tomb, and to their amazement, found it
empty. They were convinced that her body had been taken up into
heaven by the Lord. This belief was sanctioned by the church between
the 9th and 12th centuries.

The Armenian Church observes this feast for nine days as
ordered by St. NersesShnorhali, who also composed most of the
sharagans (hymns) of the feast. The sharagans dedicated to
Asdvadzadzin are among the most poetic and beautiful of our hymnal. On
this day, following the celebration of the Divine Liturgy, the blessing of
grapes takes place.

Even though there is no law that we offer to God all first fruits
with blessings, it is a good custom. Since it would be impractical to bless
each fruit separately, grapes, as the noblest of fruits and the essence of
joy- inducing wine (also a symbol of communion), are blessed in place
of all other fruits, in keeping with established ritual. The day of the
blessing of grapes is the feast of Asdvadzadzin (Mother of God) not
because of any theological connection, but for the convenience of the
season and the grape harvest. In the southern provinces where fruits ripen
earlier, the custom of observing the blessing of grapes at Vartavar
(Transfiguration) and even earlier dates has been adopted.

In the Garden of Gethsemane in Jerusalem, there is the Church
of the Virgin Mary which contains her tomb. The Armenians and Greeks
oversee this church. It is a lovely church, and one enters by means of a
long, broad staircase which leads down into the church proper. No other
denomination may celebrate Divine Liturgy there without the permission
of the Armenian and Greek churches.
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Stories. - Potatoes, Eggs, and Coffee Beans

Once upon a time a daughter complained to her father that her
life was miserable and that she didn’t know how she was going to make
it. She was tired of fighting and struggling all the time. It seemed just as
one problem was solved, another one soon followed.

Her father, a chef, took her to the kitchen. He filled three pots
with water and placed each on a high fire. Once the three pots began to
boil, he placed potatoes in one pot, eggs in the second pot, and ground
coffee beans in the third pot.

He then let them sit and boil, without saying a word to his
daughter. The daughter, moaned and impatiently waited, wondering what
he was doing.

After twenty minutes he turned off the burners. He took the
potatoes out of the pot and placed them in a bowl. He pulled the boiled
eggs out and placed them in a bowl.

He then ladled the coffee out and placed it in a cup. Turning to
her he asked. “Daughter, what do you see?” “Potatoes, eggs, and
coffee,” she hastily replied.

“Look closer,” he said, “and touch the potatoes.” She did and
noted that they were soft. He then asked her to take an egg and break it.
After pulling off the shell, she observed the hard-boiled egg. Finally, he
asked her to sip the coffee. Its rich aroma brought a smile to her face.

“Father, what does this mean?” she asked.

He then explained that the potatoes, the eggs and coffee beans
had each faced the same adversity— the boiling water.

However, each one reacted differently.

The potato went in strong, hard, and unrelenting, but in boiling
water, it became soft and weak.

The egg was fragile, with the thin outer shell protecting its liquid
interior until it was put in the boiling water. Then the inside of the egg
became hard.

However, the ground coffee beans were unique. After they were
exposed to the boiling water, they changed the water and created
something new.

“Which are you,” he asked his daughter. “When adversity
knocks on your door, how do you respond? Are you a potato, an egg, or a
coffee bean? «

Moral: In life, things happen around us, things happen to us,
but the only thing that truly matters is what happens within us.

Which one are you?
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The Meaning of the Grapes

It is important to know the meaning of the grapes!

Question: Why does the Armenian Church do the
blessing of the grapes on the Day of the Assumption of
the Holy Mother-Of-God?

1.Let’s remember, my dears - the grapes have
spiritual meaning in them. First of all because when
Noah came out of the arkafter landing on the Mountain
Ararat when the Great Flood was over, the first thing he
planted on the earth was a vineyard.

2.Jesus himself said: -“I'm the true vine” (John
15). What is made out of grapes? Wine! And what does
wine symbolize? It represents the blood of Jesus Christ.
Therefore, my dears, the blessing of the grapes takes
place on the Day of the Assumption of the Holy Mother-
Of-God, as Saint Mary was the one to give birth the true
wine, our Jesus Christ!

When the wine runs out during the wedding at
Cana, Jesus delivers a sign of his glory by turning water
into wine - meaning that Jesus Christ came to sweeten
our lives, converting the worries and difficulties, that
pressure our souls like water, intosweet wine.

Ter Mashdots Keshishyan




"~ UBGLASE bk FPLOUTLOPUEL
2UBUULLL TH168PU URILHIMPRLE

SR AR AR A AP

e e e .t.\;.s;;-\vff;;\‘%n?;;;}s?4\{,5,;\,,\,.'\,\‘v;\_f\;«a‘, e [

ZmJ bl]hrlthnJ opugnjghl hwdwawyf hhlq quuuulp[ibpm

| jugnpyny Gplnigwpph opbpp Yp Gngmipl Ubnbing, wyupGfG' Jbp |
huligm gbwiibpnt  jhowwmwlp huwiwfwlub Ybpyn] jupghpt wwh-

dulnuwé juwnnily opbp: Swpnuwl 365 opbpmt hbifmn plpugfp Jbp
| wyfhli wnght niGbGwny, bpp jufwp wypnylbpo wy  ghpuwp wy Yp |
| Unnfiwlf; hp wbulbGf* np  Jbp &_JpJnL Yupguypn EhLﬁE_rmfﬁm’ﬁ
pdwuwnniG E: Upnwpbe, wyng-op dbquk pwdlnuws hwpuquunbbpp ]]]}
nunbwb dbp {hwlfhE wnwbgfp' Yp jhoblif qhpbif, JwyghbGf mﬁnﬁg :
dwum GfGbpny bphpuinp Ybpphli wwquuwpp, hwowwnfh ne wyopth |
fudpn] Up YbpufhwlwGf hpwpne, b §p pwdGhGf Ywljonn dbo
| nolbpnt unphnipnyl m ophlGniphiGlbpp: Ppmpne hbn pudtby, dhwupl |
| wolily b ny pk JbulJﬁ uquy wlinfig inpniunp . whw w'ju k hbd’ﬁmllulﬁbﬁ
| Uty Ubnbingh Opniw@ hwulpugnnniphifip:

Zw) Bibnbgin) wunniwdbwpwlnpbul huwdwaw) bilnbguny duu Gp
| juqubl wju wylwphh by wypny bt wju YbwlftG Jbhiiws hwiw-
| mugbwibpp, Swhop' QhGninpbwy Bibnbgh bu Swnpwlwl bGybnbgh §
| winiGny: ULGE b hwGgnighwiGhpp bp GuqdbGf kbl wilpnngmphil b
ll’mu{ph[if hnglnnp binjh opywliwbhl Uky: ULGf 4p hwiwnwlfy np dbp
| hwliqnigbwy uhpbjhGbpne hnghlbpp Yp Jupmbulbl wwyppy dbp hbu'
uywubyny ubp Shpng bphpnpy Pwiniunpli: 8huniu puwr. «fh] np hdt §
loufu gnpéwnpk' juihwbwl whwh sfbnGhy (8ngh. 8.51): Ubp |
upphihlbpp wuypbgul wju Yhwbfh Udky hwiwnwny ‘P‘phumnu}x It
Ublibgul wju wohwphtl: ULGE Yp jhoblf qubnGf wikl op, hp fubGE |
wlinfg fuwlpwlbpkl, wlnlg wlniGibpp Yoo wwlf dbp quiwlibpnd B
b
0]

P ‘f R

LA AP AL A

£SO

A AL Ao

A

»/\/ fv -h:_"., "-.,"“z ' J‘/J .«‘»/»/‘ ot JJJJ\/ J\/-./ ‘_./"/‘Ju A /‘ J«./



"\-’\’\’\"u W \’\'\'\ ‘\"‘."\’\f'\"'.i\. N "»""\"‘ ‘\, \ ’\.‘“\ "\ gl

Luxmullnq np ul[in[if b ynpunihp Ynnwgnmphbwli n wiknpbwl Uk,
1 Ubp Yhebt Innn hngbinp Gudnipyp wijowhwb hp EGuwy:
il Ubnbingh opbpmiG Jbp Ghgbgbwylbpm  qhpbquiwlGbpnil ypuy
ll’uu'lopbﬁf' Vw q.brlbg[lll un_mﬁz}an-bLfi Upl E np pp ognunp nilh p]:'
4 Ubgh b pt hwlignigbwjhl hwidwp: Ubp ognunp wyli £y np dbq Yp
4 qopuglk whnblwlul Yhulfh dbp hurwwnthl dky' h Pphunnu Glyws
g Ubp uhpbihGbpni ukpp Yhlnwlh wwhbind bp Jdky: Pul hwGgnighbugh
4 yquwpwquihl, fhoy b np wju wpuwpnpmipbudp wlnGf whdhyuyku
gpufuwn $hG dwlbpy pujg hp hurwnwlf vpnh unpbpkl wn Uunnmwé
| nupnuw s Unopfh nu wuswGfh qopmpbwl; npdk YPoqunihl n's huyl
nngbpp wybt' dbnwsGbpp: VARG wlnGf npnbf Gp wwpulmupl wju

i |

£ =‘

AT A A A A LA A AT P

tpdwpnmpbul, fphul pulug Uuwnniwéwynily Wwwnbwlp by wylnbn
hwpnu;' np nnbpn upnughlu  wqugwGfibpmb  plgwnwgbng
Pupbpupl Uunnwé ny dhwyl dhopbuwy vbnwé bughlh wwwnwlhb n
8wjpnup nynuumpp  Yhwlfh Gnghg, wyp gnpu opmuwl punmumé
Twqupnupl Yhwlf wupgbibg: Uppt Pupbgmpé Uunniwé np dop p;
hop Up I foypbpni plnpulfibpp whluww $pngnig' dbnbjlbpp
jupnigulbny, wpgbo®f whwnh wlmbuk, - GGgbghw)Gbpnt  dbnfbpnu
ponnipbwG  hwdwp fbp wquwGfGbpp: Uhw pk hlym hufwp 3
unhwuwpul hwlgnigbwifbpnt hwdwp byus wyopfibpp’ Znqbhul=# —
ghun pt $bpbqiubophGkf; bpp Gp GuwwpbGf upwwpbl wywswlfny, B
| ghnwbhg hwiwnfn] bu pupbynju whiiunipbwdp, Junpfhl ok
| Uunmidn) oBwdfhl Yp jubaGhGf wlnbg hnghlbp Junwhbm]' np Pp s
| wihni6 uhpny U6 jwiwgnylu Gp wlophGk:

LA AL A A CA A A A A

NN TN TN TN TR S N PG D TN TN I N N N W N RGN N Ny

Uju hwuwwnfny; uhpbih hwynpnh, bpp Ubnbingh opp und Jwnbu
hwpuqunbbpnuy hphuhl qpug; quyb Junk lgpbind np Gpyfwinp

| Jooufbpny Stpp «glisky wlinlig «juligulfGbpne abnwghpp, bu qpk s
wlnlg wimGGbpp YhwGfh qhpfhl vty hp ynjup JonpwlGbpml oty
plgnilbng wlnlg hnghlbpp: Paypk Gwby, np Uunniwé (nruwnnpk fou f§
lfbmfl}, nputugh fubu Pp UhwdhGhE Mugng pmgmmb fundpuykl, np @

T P TN T T T TR

PN



On God’s Time

A man walked to the top of a hill to talk to God.

The man asked, “God, what’'s a million years to you?” and
God said, “A minute.”

Then the man asked, “Well, what’s a million dollars to
you?” and God said, “A penny.”

Then the man asked, “God.....can | have a penny?” and
God said, “Sure.....in a minute.”

Lebanon Aid

Dear St. Kevork community, the massive explosion that
shook Lebanon’s capital Beirut on Tuesday, August 4th, 2020 took
away lives of more than a hundred individuals, caused immense
casualties and devastation. One American and twelve Armenians
have been killed and many are injured from the explosion.

In deep pain and sorrow we pray for Lebanon.

This Sunday,on August 9th we will hold candle lighting in
memory of the victims, pray for the health of injured ones and pray
for strength of Armenian community in Beirut. Please join us at St.
Kevork church. We ask you to keep St Apkar safe and wear a
mask.

To support Lebanon Relief Fund:
https://wdacna.breezechms.com/give/online
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Short Sermon

I will cherish you Lord because you embrace...

Sometimes a man or a woman comes to me deprives from love, I
mean they were raised in a harsh way and this boy or man tells me
“Father I wish God to take me in His arms and embrace me” be
says that, I want a hug, I want to feel this; want to feel what I have
lost. When I watch it in a movie, I get jealous... When I read it in
books, I keep crying. Why are these people satiated with love and I
can’t find it, and of course, some of them surrender themselves to
the devil to find the missing love. Can you imagine when someone
takes time alone with God, or stands in front of the altar, or enjoys
God’s blessings would say such words: “His left under my head and
His right holds me” It means he reached the extent of feeling that
God is taking Him in His arms. Is that possible? Yes, of course, it
is... Do you think this hug needs to be physical one so what you
can feel it? This is a feeling... and a feeling is not so hard to reach .
David says: My mom and dad left me, and the Lord supported me; I
will cherish you Lord because You embraced me So, can you reach
that extent... When you feel everyone doesn’t care about you and
your world is upside down. Go pray and tell God take me in your
arms. | want to say it from my heart “ His left under my head and
His right holds me” I won'’t sleep till I feel that I'm sleeping in your
arms, because you are my father, my bridge groom and my
everything.



ST. KEVORK ARMENIAN
CHURCH

will be observing

St Mary's Day and the Blessing of the
Grapes. We invite you to participate in
this celebration and bake sale fundraiser.

AUGUST I6TH
BADARAK 11-1PM (MAX 25 PEOPLE)

DRIVE-THRU 1-3PM "
PLEASE RSVP

with your order of Armenian traditional pastries and
grapes.

The Ladies Society will be hosting a bake
sale to celebrate St. Mary's day.

Please click the link to let us know if you would
like to order anything from the drive-thru Bake
Sale, or will be attending the Badarak Services



https://oregonarmenianchurch.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=73ecbd952d9d02b749f720db4&id=3f7478376c&e=f7fab7e519
https://oregonarmenianchurch.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=73ecbd952d9d02b749f720db4&id=3f7478376c&e=f7fab7e519
https://oregonarmenianchurch.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=73ecbd952d9d02b749f720db4&id=3f7478376c&e=f7fab7e519

