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GOSPEL READING

Lukel:39-56

with haste, into a city of Judah;and entered into the house of
Zacharias and saluted Elisabeth.And it came to pass, when
Elisabeth heard the salutation of Mary, thebabe leaped in her
womb; and Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit;and she lifted up
her voice with a loud cry, and said, Blessed [art]thou among women,
and blessed [is] the fruit of thy womb. And whence is this to me, that
the mother of my Lord should come unto
me?For behold, when the voice of thy salutation came into mine
ears,thebabe leaped in my womb for joy.And blessed [is] she that
believed; for there shall be a fulfilment ofthe things which have be
spoken to her from the Lord.

< 3 nd Mary arose in these days and went into the hill country

ﬁAnd Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord,And my spirit hath

ejoiced in God my Saviour.For he hath looked upon the low estate o

Lghis, handmaid: For behold,from henceforth all generations shall call

le blessed.For he that is mighty hath done to me great things; A

hon is hisname.And his mercy is unto generations and generatio

. -‘ O them that fearhlm He hath showed strength with his arm; He hﬁ
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hungry he hath filled Wlth good things; And the rich he hath sent
empty away.He hath given help to Israel his servant, That he might
remember mercy(As he spoke unto our fathers toward Abraham and
his seed for ever.

And Mary abode with her about three months, and returned unto
herhouse.
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PRAYER

By Archbishop Hovnan Derderian

Glory to you, O Lord; you eternally bless
us all through the guidance of your
everlasting light. The unbroken chain of
generations passed on your word to us as
nourishment for our souls. Open the doors
of your soul, O faithful, so that we may
reject evil and follow the good only.
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I beseech you on my knees, O Most Blessed God, bless
your humble servant, who always desires to ascend to you and
be face to face with you. It is only with you that the new journey
in my life begins.



SAINTS JOACHIM AND ANNA

The Most Holy Virgin Mary was born in the small city of
Galilee, Nazareth. Her parents were Righteous Joachim of the tribe of
the Prophet-King David, and Anna from the tribe of the First Priest
Aaron. The couple was without child, since St Anna was barren.

Having reached old age, Joachim and Anna did not lose hope
in God’s mercy. They had strong faith that for God everything is
possible, and that He would be able to overcome the barrenness of
Anna even in her old age, as He had once overcame the barrenness of
Sarah, spouse of the Patriarch Abraham. Sts. Joachim and Anna
vowed to dedicate the child which the Lord might give them, to the
service of God in the Temple.

Childlessness was considered among the Hebrew nation as a
Divine punishment for sin, and therefore the righteous Sts. Joachim
and Anna had to endure abuse from their own countrymen. On one of
the feastdays at the Temple in Jerusalem the elderly Joachim brought
his sacrifice to offer to God, but the High Priest would not accept it,
considering him to be unworthy since he was childless.

St Joachim in deep grief went into the wilderness, and there
he prayed with tears to the Lord for a child. St Anna wept bitterly
when she learned what had happened at the Jerusalem Temple. Never
once did she complain against the Lord, but rather she prayed to ask
God’s mercy on her family.

The Lord fulfilled her petitions when the pious couple had
attained to extreme old age and prepared themselves by virtuous life
for a sublime calling: to be the parents of the Most Holy Virgin Mary,
the future Mother of the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Archangel Gabriel brought Joachim and Anna the joyous
message that their prayers were heard by God, and of them would be
born a most blessed daughter Mary, through Whom would come the
Salvation of all the World (www.oca.org).
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HOME BLESSING

he home is a sacred place where family members maintain and
share many values. It is also a place where they are charged
and empowered with these values to live a peaceful and God-
pleasing life. It is under Wllectively form oneness in
spirit and assume an impo onsibility in the life of the
community. It is in this place where they break bread and share joys
and sorrows. Here the presence of the Omnipotent is felt since every
family is a miniature of a "Little Church—Ecclesia.” In this "Little

Church" the inexhaustible love and the very generous blessing of God
permeate.

For Home Blessing the priest takes with him wafer and
incense, and blesses the bread, the water and the salt provided by the
family. These three fundamental elements are essential life-giving
gifts for human life. The priest asks from the Omnipotent God not to
lessen these three gifts without which life becomes impossible or
imperfect.

The bread, the water and the salt are symbols of God's infinite
goodness and care. With the blessing of these great gifts the
household is enriched spiritually and its existence perpetuated for the
service of his Creator. Along with the bread, salt, and bread offered
on a tray by the dwellers, the priest places also the wafer stamped
with a crucifix and designs of grapes and wheat. The wafer is the
presence of Christ in the home. The members of the family can either
distribute the wafer among themselves or keep it in a jar along with
flour, salt, or rice.

During Home Blessing it is customary to burn incense which
symbolizes the burning of our souls with our Lord's love. In his
supplication the Psalmist says, “Let my prayer be counted as incense
before Thee." Through this ceremony everyone's faith is replenished
and strengthened and the Lord's presence is felt.

FOR HOME BLESSING, PLEASE CALL
| FR.MASHDOTS KESHISHIAN AT (818) 293-9098. 5



DONATE FOR ALTAR FLOWERS

ne way to celebrate the life of a loved family member or a friend is to
donate either altar flowers for the Divine Liturgy.

Donations may be made by individuals or families for various
occasions, such as name days, birthdays, anniversaries or on the occasion of a
Requiem Service (Hokehankist).
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The Meaning of the Grapes

It is important to know the meaning of the grapes!

Question: Why does the Armenian Church do the
blessing of the grapes on the Day of the Assumption of
the Holy Mother-Of-God?

1.Let’s remember, my dears - the grapes have
spiritual meaning in them. First of all because when
Noah came out of the arkafter landing on the Mountain
Ararat when the Great Flood was over, the first thing he
planted on the earth was a vineyard.

2.Jesus himself said: -“I'm the true vine” (John
15). What is made out of grapes? Wine! And what does
wine symbolize? It represents the blood of Jesus Christ.
Therefore, my dears, the blessing of the grapes takes
place on the Day of the Assumption of the Holy Mother-
Of-God, as Saint Mary was the one to give birth the true
wine, our Jesus Christ!

When the wine runs out during the wedding at
Cana, Jesus delivers a sign of his glory by turning water
into wine - meaning that Jesus Christ came to sweeten
our lives, converting the worries and difficulties, that
pressure our souls like water, intosweet wine.

Ter Mashdots Keshishyan
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ghun pt $bpbqiubophGkf; bpp Gp GuwwpbGf upwwpbl wywswlfny, B
| ghnwbhg hwiwnfn] bu pupbynju whiiunipbwdp, Junpfhl ok
| Uunmidn) oBwdfhl Yp jubaGhGf wlnbg hnghlbp Junwhbm]' np Pp s
| wihni6 uhpny U6 jwiwgnylu Gp wlophGk:
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Uju hwuwwnfny; uhpbih hwynpnh, bpp Ubnbingh opp und Jwnbu
hwpuqunbbpnuy hphuhl qpug; quyb Junk lgpbind np Gpyfwinp

| Jooufbpny Stpp «glisky wlinlig «juligulfGbpne abnwghpp, bu qpk s
wlnlg wimGGbpp YhwGfh qhpfhl vty hp ynjup JonpwlGbpml oty
plgnilbng wlnlg hnghlbpp: Paypk Gwby, np Uunniwé (nruwnnpk fou f§
lfbmfl}, nputugh fubu Pp UhwdhGhE Mugng pmgmmb fundpuykl, np @
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15

1:00PM TO 4:00PM

AT ST. KEVORK ARMENIAN CHURCH
9215 SE CHURCH STREET, CLACKAMAS, OR 97015

WWW.ACYOWD.COM

Ei ACYO WESTERN DIOCESE
@acyo_westerndiocese
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Armenian Festival of Seattle \
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