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GOSPEL READING

Luke 4:14-23

é I hen Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and news
€ of Him went out through all the surrounding region. And He
taught in their synagogues, being glorified by all.

So He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. And as His
custom was, He went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood
up to read. And He was handed the book of the prophet Isaiah. And when
He had opened the book, He found the place where it was written:

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me,
Because He has anointed Me
To preach the gospel to the poor;
He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted,
To proclaim liberty to the captives
And recovery of sight to the blind,
To set at liberty those who are oppressed;
To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.”

M,’Shen He closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant and sat do
' pé\nd the eyes of all who were in the synagogue were fixed on Him.

hich proceeded out of His mouth. And they said, “Is this not Joseph’s
son?”

He said to them, “You will surely say this proverb to Me, ‘Physician,
heal yourself! Whatever we have heard done in Capernaum, do also her
in Your country.’”
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FOUR EVAN GELISTS

The Holy Apostle and Evangelist Matthew, was also named Levi
(Mark 2:14; Luke 5:27); he was one of the Twelve Apostles (Mark 3:18;
Luke 6:45; Acts 1:13), and was brother of the Apostle James Alphaeus
(Mark 2:14). He was a publican, or tax-collector for Rome, in a time
when the Jews were under the rule of the Roman Empire. He lived in the
Galilean city of Capernaum. When Matthew heard the voice of Jesus
Christ: “Come, follow Me” (Mt. 9:9), left everything and followed the
Savior.

Having received the grace of the Holy Spirit, which descended upon the
Apostles on the day of Pentecost, St Matthew preached in Palestine for
several years. At the request of the Jewish converts at Jerusalem, the holy
Apostle Matthew wrote his Gospel describing the earthly life of the
Savior, before leaving to preach the Gospel in faraway lands.

The Holy Apostle and Evangelist Mark, also known as John Mark
(Acts 12:12), was one of the Seventy Apostles, and was also a nephew of
St Barnabas (June 11). He was born at Jerusalem. The house of his
mother Mary adjoined the Garden of Gethsemane. As Church Tradition
relates, on the night that Christ was betrayed he followed after Him,
wrapped only in a linen cloth. He was seized by soldiers, and fled away
naked, leaving the cloth behind (Mark 14:51-52). After the Ascension of
the Lord, the house of his mother Mary became a place where Christians
gathered, and a place of lodging for some of the Apostles (Acts 12:12).

St Mark preached the Gospel in the inner regions of Africa, and he
was in Libya at Nektopolis.

St Mark wrote his Gospel for Gentile Christians, emphasizing the words
and deeds of the Savior which reveal His divine Power. Many aspects of
his account can be explained by his closeness to St Peter.



The Holy Apostle and Evangelist Luke, was a native of Syrian
Antioch, a companion of the holy Apostle Paul (Phil.1:24, 2 Tim. 4:10-
11), and a physician enlightened in the Greek medical arts. Hearing
about Christ, Luke arrived in Palestine and fervently accepted the
preaching of salvation from the Lord Himself. As one of the Seventy-two
Apostles, St Luke was sent by the Lord with the others to preach the
Kingdom of Heaven during the Savior’s earthly life (Luke 10:1-3). After
the Resurrection, the Lord Jesus Christ appeared to St. Luke and Cleopas
on the road to Emmaus.

In St Luke’s Gospel, the message of the salvation made possible by the
Lord Jesus Christ, and the preaching of the Gospel, are of primary
importance.

St Luke also wrote the Acts of the Holy Apostles at Rome around 62-63
A.D. The Book of Acts, which is a continuation of the four Gospels,
speaks about the works and the fruits of the holy Apostles after the
Ascension of the Savior.

The Holy Apostle and Evangelist John, was called by our Lord Jesus
Christ to be one of His Apostles at the same time as his elder brother
James.

The Apostle John was especially loved by the Savior for his sacrificial
love and his virginal purity. After his calling, the Apostle John did not
part from the Lord, and he was one of the three apostles who were
particularly close to Him. St John the Theologian was present when the
Lord restored the daughter of Jairus to life, and he was a witness to the
Transfiguration of the Lord on Mount Tabor.

At the foot of the Cross he stood with the Mother of God and heard the
words of the Crucified Lord addressed to Her from the Cross: “Woman,
behold Thy son.” Then the Lord said to him, “Behold thy Mother” (John
19:26-27). From that moment the Apostle John, like a loving son,
concerned himself over the Most Holy Virgin Mary, and he served Her
until Her Dormition.

St John reposed when he was more than a hundred years old. He far
outlived the other eyewitnesses of the Lord, and for a long time he
remained the only remaining eyewitness of the earthly life of the Savior.
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PRAYER

By Archbishop Hovnan Derderian

The voice of God is the call of new life;
descend into the depths of your soul, O
praying Christian, because it is there that you
will hear God’s voice, the mirror of your
soul; only then will you live with a new
oath. My soul, O Lord, is thirsty of your
presence embodied in the new covenant.

“Competent Master”, eternal God, each prayer offered to you is a
sign of joy, the panacea to the heart’s pains, and my bond with
you, O Lord. O faithful, pray, pray, and pray unceasingly, so that
God’s voice and presence are in all aspects of our being and
through which peace reigns in peoples’ souls.



THE BIBLE IN THE ARMENIAN CHURCH

By Rev. Fr. Vazken Movsesian

To understand the Bible, one must first understand the Church. Just as a
psychologist, in studying a child’s behavior, will examine the
environment and the various circumstances in which that child
developed, it is necessary for us to review the conditions under which the
Bible evolved so our study of Holy Scriptures becomes dynamic and
fulfilling.

In Armenian, we refer to the Bible as Asdvadzashoonch, i.e., the “Breath
of God.” The Armenian Church believes that the Bible is God-inspired.
Even more, as the word Asdvadzashoonch implies, the Armenian Church
attaches great importance to the Bible and does not view it as just
another book. However, the Armenian Church does not teach that the
Bible is the ultimate authority or voice of God. We cannot merely hold
up the Bible and say this is it! Certainly, God is much greater than the
Bible and the words contained in it.

Here in America, the constitutional guarantee for freedom of religion has
given rise to many philosophies under the guise of a “church.” It might
be easy to conclude that one can receive the power and authority to
establish a church from the Bible. In fact, we have heard groups exclaim
that if something is non-Biblical, it is not true or relevant or does not
belong in the Church. Especially among fundamentalist Christians, the
Bible is seen as the final authority on questions of faith. Unfortunately,
people with this view are operating under the common misconception
that the Church is a creation of the Bible. It is important to keep in mind
that this holy book did not fall from heaven. God did not give us a Bible
to define our faith. God gave us something far more valuable than
printed words. God gave us His most sacred gift, His Son, Jesus Christ.
In His turn, Christ did not give us the Bible. (As far as we know, Jesus
never authored any written document.) Christ gave us His most precious
Body, the Holy Church. It was the Church, who after centuries of
thought and development gave us the book we call the Bible.



THE IMPORTANCE OF BIBLE STUDY
By Rev. Fr. Krikor Hairabedian

Bible study is a gift given from heaven. From it we learn how God dealt
in the past with patriarchs, prophets, kings and the ordinary faithful. It is
the record of the story of God's love toward the sinner, and of the
everlasting plan of salvation. In other words, all this knowledge comes
from the study of the Bible. Only then we'll be able to correct our
relationship towards God and our fellowmen.

Bible study is like a mirror where we see our true selves. How important
is this experience. The created problems in the parishes and at homes
could be solved more easily if only the faithful can see his or her own
true image.

It is told that once a Chinese man bought a magnifying glass. He enjoyed
studying many different things very much. One day he put it over the rice
that he loves so much, and to his painful surprise he noticed moving
things on his rice. In his anger he broke the magnifying glass instead of
cleaning the rice.lt is the same with us. Instead of confessing our sins and
being forgiven and cleansed, we try to destroy the Bible. . .

Thank God, the study of the Bible doesn't show us only our guilt and
sins, but also shows us the way for forgiveness, peace, and joy in the
glorious person of the risen Lord Jesus.

One day around midnight my telephone rang. It was one of my
parishioners and used to come to church a few times a year. He passed
through bad health and great family problems.

On the telephone he told me that a few months ago he met a person who
spoke to him about Jesus and also read a few verses from the Bible. After
this first encounter a desire to read the Bible grew in him. Finally he
bought a Bible and joined an Armenian Bible Study group.

After this enlightenment he continued and was convinced of two things:
one, that he was a real sinner; he needed Jesus' help for forgiveness. And
second, he wanted very much to come back to his family, wife and five
children, and to gather them under the accepting, forgiving and saving
love of Christ in God.
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PRAYER

By Archbishop Hovnan Derderian

The voice of God is the call of new life;
descend into the depths of your soul, O
praying Christian, because it is there that you
will hear God’s voice, the mirror of your
soul; only then will you live with a new
oath. My soul, O Lord, is thirsty of your
presence embodied in the new covenant.

“Competent Master”, eternal God, each prayer offered to you is a
sign of joy, the panacea to the heart’s pains, and my bond with
you, O Lord. O faithful, pray, pray, and pray unceasingly, so that
God’s voice and presence are in all aspects of our being and
through which peace reigns in peoples’ souls.



DONATE FOR ALTAR FLOWERS

ne way to celebrate the life of a loved family member or a friend is to
donate either altar flowers for the Divine Liturgy.

Donations may be made by individuals or families for various
occasions, such as name days, birthdays, and anniversaries or on the occasion of
a Requiem Service (Hokehankist).
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Requiem Service

4 conducted for their loved ones on a give

& % Sunday, to please submit their names by

Thursday noon for printing in the Sunday
Bulletin.
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HOME BLESSING

he home is a sacred place where family members maintain and
share many valuéWe where they are charged
and empowered with es to live a peaceful and God-
pleasing life. It is under this roof that all collectively form oneness in
spirit and assume an important responsibility in the life of the
community. It is in this place where they break bread and share joys
and sorrows. Here the presence of the Omnipotent is felt since every
family is a miniature of a "Little Church—Ecclesia." In this "Little

Church" the inexhaustible love and the very generous blessing of God
permeate.

For Home Blessing the priest takes with him wafer and
incense, and blesses the bread, the water and the salt provided by the
family. These three fundamental elements are essential life-giving
gifts for human life. The priest asks from the Omnipotent God not to
lessen these three gifts without which life becomes impossible or
imperfect.

The bread, the water and the salt are symbols of God's infinite
goodness and care. With the blessing of these great gifts the
household is enriched spiritually and its existence perpetuated for the
service of his Creator. Along with the bread, salt, and bread offered
on a tray by the dwellers, the priest places also the wafer stamped
with a crucifix and designs of grapes and wheat. The wafer is the
presence of Christ in the home. The members of the family can either
distribute the wafer among themselves or keep it in a jar along with
flour, salt, or rice.

During Home Blessing it is customary to burn incense which
symbolizes the burning of our souls with our Lord's love. In his
supplication the Psalmist says, "Let my prayer be counted as incense
before Thee." Through this ceremony everyone's faith is replenished
and strengthened and the Lord's presence is felt.

FOR HOME BLESSING, PLEASE CALL
\ FR.MASHDOTS KESHISHIAN AT (818) 293-9098. ]
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Dear Community, we would like to remind you that by joining the St. Kevork - OR
Facebook group, you will be able to find interesting articles, spiritual quotes and
stories, prayers/sermons, important information, and announcements about our
community activity events!

Membership Application
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Membership Application

Dear Community Members, our Church Membership Application is very essential for
each of us as Armenians to show where we belong!

We each belong somewhere and have had a family who took care of us. As the
families of our Mother Church, it is our responsibility, at the very least, to show our
devotion and appreciation by regularly attending Church and becoming active
members of our community.



’i‘S’I‘. KEVORK ARMENIAN CHURCH OF ORF]GO\’i‘

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

TODAY'S DATE:

NAME:
ADDRESS: OCCUPATION:
ADDRESS: SKILLS:
ADDRESS: E-MAIL:
CELLPHONE: HOME PHONE:
DIOCESE NEWSLETTER
RENEWING | | $50ENCLOSED

NEW MEMBERS ONLY

BAPTISM DATE BIRTH DATE
BAPTISM CHURCH BIRTH PLACE
BAPTISM LOCATION WEDDING DATE

| hereby apply for membership in the St. Kevork Armenian Apostolic Church of Portland,
Oregon, and | attest that | have been baptized and/or Chrismated in the Armenian Church,
and that | accept the doctrines, hierarchical authority, cannons, and rites thereof, and that |
am not a member of another church. | promise to attend church, and faithfully fulfill my
obligations to the church and to adhere to the By-Laws of the Western Diocese of the

Armenian Church of North America. | also und d that any inf ion that | have
provided here may be used by the Diocese for their record keeping and for

ication with parishi
X

OFFICIAL CHURCH USE ONLY

APPROVED BY
SIGNED BY | X

St. Kevork Armenian Church, 9215 SE Church Street, Clackamas, OR 97015



IT'S TIME FOR A

(osteme %wjy/ ‘

The Hovhannes Tumanyan Armenian Language
4 schoolis hosting its annual costume party and
all are welcome!
Games! Pizza! Prizes!

(Please no scary masks)
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