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SUTIR U4ESUNUL

Snyhwttu 12:24-26

gnpkth hwnhyp hnnh dke puljulkny sdknuh, I\

Uhuyt hwwnhlyt hupp Yp dbwyg, huly bpk dbnth, |
pugnid wpnhtup Yp mwy: Ny uhpnud £ hp wtdp, 4p
Unpguh wy, hull n wyju wphiwphnid hp wbdl
wunnd E, wjt §p wwhh jurthnkbwulut jhwbph
hwdwnp: Gpt dkju hud swnwjh, hu jEnbihg 4p quy.
Gt nip Gu bd, wyunkn Yp 1hup B hd Swnwt. Gpk

dEyp hud Swowgh, tpwt §p wuunnth hd Zwgpp:




GOSPEL READING

JOHN 12:24-26

Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of
wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone;
“* but if it dies, it produces much grain. He who loves his
life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world

will keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves Me, let
him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will
be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will

honor.

.
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HIS EMINENCE ARCHBISHOP HOVNAN DERDERIAN, PRIMATE

PRIMATE’S MESSAGE
ON THE FEAST OF THE NATIVITY AND THEOPHANY
JANUARY 6, 2020

EMMANUEL - GOD IS WITH US!

The significance of Christmas is embedded in this
simple affirmation. As we celebrate the miraculous birth of
Christ, we become more cognizant of God’s perpetual
presence in our lives. With the birth of Baby Jesus, God
himself visits the human race, embarking on His earthly
redemptive mission. God becomes incarnate to dwell with
us, to give us spiritual birth so that we may align our paths
and live according to His commandments and personal
examples.

When we celebrate the Nativity and Theophany of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, first and foremost, we confess
His divine intervention and lasting presence in our lives. We
proclaim that God is with us and therefore, with that
conviction, we direct our lives toward the good and the
beautiful, toward divine perfection and creativity.

When we reflect on God’s presence in our lives, we
experience a revelation and a spiritual rebirth, which in turn
fill our lives with new resolutions, commitments and visions.



Engulfed in the spirit of New Year and Christmas, as a
spiritual servant of the Holy Armenian Apostolic Mother
Church, | pray to God, beseeching that He transforms our
hearts and makes them a warm manger for the newborn
King to abide. In our prayer, we recall the words of St.
Nersess the Graceful found in the Service of Peace Hour,
where he says, “And a child is born, a son has been given to
us, for God is with us. And his authority is upon his shoulders,
for God is with us. And his name is called messenger of great
counsel, for God is with us. And wonderful counselor, for God
is with us. And God the mighty prince, for God is with us.
And prince of peace Father of the One to come, the Lord God
is with us.”

Our ancestors lived their lives with that strong
conviction that God was with them. That notion gave them
strength and confidence to build the Fatherland and the
Church, to create spiritual values and missions, high moral
standards and culture, science and arts. They have created a
great future for the generations to come, for they knew that
God was with them.

Emmanuel — God is with us. When we declare this
affirmation out loud, we experience a moment of self-
reflection, spiritual transformation and a beginning of a new
life. In addition, we acquire a higher level of spiritual self-
awareness or self-confidence, if you will, to answer God’s call
and re-evaluate our lives with His presence.

It is unfortunate that due to today’s life
circumstances, we often times fail to season our lives with
prayer. As a result, we distance ourselves from God and
reject His presence, resembling an uprooted tree doomed to
die in a short period of time. In our case, having time-limited
lives means being deprived from spirituality, which is truly
fatal. It is part of the human nature to be inseparably united



with God, without forgetting that we have been created in
His image and likeness. Otherwise, we will cease to live and
will wither like the uprooted tree.

Beloved in Christ,

In the Nativity and Theophany of our Lord and Savor
Jesus Christ, try to discover new life perspectives. Abide in
faith, uphold spiritual and moral values, open up your souls
to God and keep your hearts warm for the Fatherland and
the Holy Church. Do not hesitate to pass on the sacred
values and traditions of our church and nation to your
children, so that they may be spiritually armored to
withstand any and all challenges of the time.

CHRIST IS BORN AND REVEALED!
BLESSED IS THE REVELATION OF CHRIST!

May God grant peace and prosperity to the world,
continued success to Armenia, strength to the church and
longevity to our Pontiff, His Holiness Karekin Il, Supreme

Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians.

Emmanuel —God is with us. May God be with our nation
today, tomorrow and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

Archbishop Hovnan Derderian, Primate

Western Diocese of the Armenian Church
North America
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As a group of frogs was traveling through the woods, two
of them fell into a deep pit. When the other frogs crowded
around the pit and saw how deep it was, they told the two frogs
that there was no hope left for them.

However, the two frogs decided to ignore what the
others were saying and they proceeded to try and jump out of
the pit.

Despite their efforts, the group of frogs at the top of the
pit were still saying that they should just give up. That they
would never make it out.

Eventually, one of the frogs took heed to what the others
were saying and he gave up, falling down to his death. The
other frog continued to jump as hard as he could. Again, the
crowd of frogs yelled at him to stop the pain and just die.

He jumped even harder and finally made it out. When
he got out, the other frogs said, “Did you not hear us?”
The frog explained to them that he was deaf. He thought they

were encouraging him the entire time.

Moral of the story:

People’s words can have a big effect on other’s lives.
Think about what you say before it comes out of your mouth. It
might just be the difference between life and death.


https://thelife.com/19-ways-to-encourage-others
https://thelife.com/19-ways-to-encourage-others

Enjoy your life at every moment

Once a fisherman was sitting near seashore, under the
shadow of a tree smoking his beedi. Suddenly a rich
businessman passing by approached him and enquired as to why
he was sitting under a tree smoking and not working. To this
the poor fisherman replied that he had caught enough fishes for
the day.

Hearing this the rich man got angry and said: Why don’t
you catch more fishes instead of sitting in shadow wasting your
time?

Fisherman asked: What would I do by catching more
fishes?

Businessman: You could catch more fishes, sell them and
earn more money, and buy a bigger boat.

Fisherman: What would I do then?

Businessman: You could go fishing in deep waters and
catch even more fishes and earn even more money.

Fisherman: What would I do then?

Businessman: You could buy many boats and employ
many people to work for you and earn even more money.

Fisherman: What would I do then?

Businessman: You could become a rich businessman like

Fisherman: What would I do then?

Businessman: You could then enjoy your life peacefully.

Fisherman: Isn’t that what I am doing now?

Moral — You don’t need to wait for tomorrow to be
happy and enjoy your life. You don’t even need to be more rich,

more powerful to enjoy life. LIFE is at this moment, enjoy it
fully.

As some great men have said “My riches consist not in
extent of my possessions but in the fewness of my wants”.



Ohuwlju Ghwnkhpubp
Bty £ dwup b hiyn 1 hwdwp Yp pughunth:

Uwup wuwpg, wbjdnp-punupy hwg &
«2phuninu wwwnwpwgbw)] pwopuh h dhoh dbkpnid»
tpgnibnt wnkl, vwpluiwgp junpwtth Jup Yp phpk
dwup b1 ophtk] Ynt wuy nuuhtt ke Yhgnn wiwg
Eitnkguljmtht Bt wyw Yp nwth Eytntginy quihpep
nt 4p nuk  pwbluht Jpuy, npytugh  pwppunth
huirwnwgtw) dnnnynipnht:

Uwup jhownnul] dbwgus b wnwohtt nupkpnt
uhnpny dwoh ubknuuku: Ujn optipnit tpp £phunntbwtbp
thnppwpht khi, U. yuwwnwpwugh wpwpnnniphuky jhunng
hunwwnwgbwubp Yp vwppkhtt uhpny woh ubnut Lo
dvhwuttwpwp Yp Lwpkhtt nt qUuwnniwé Y'ophukht:
Uwljuyt tpp huirwwnwgbuwubpnit phip
puqUuyunynigut, wyupdwp gnunitkgur wyu dkyp:

Munh  Ehknkghttp uluwb qubgh wnul
hunwpwlut uhpny dwoh ubnuup: Uwljuyt Jupg dp
kytnkghtutp, htyywku bwbt Zuywunwbtuyg Ghknkght
U. yuuwpwgh wpwpnpqmpbtwut Jbpowinpnipbut
ujumtt Jhuwytt hwg pwdubl] ni wuwhlk] uhpny dwpoh
jhowwnwlp: Uwup uppwugnpdmiws sk e ny  wy
pudbwjwpbpniws, wy ophumwé L Ehknkgulwthi
wnoppny:



Swyjnnupupnipht
Zngkhwiquuntwt Munpupubkp

. Zngthwiquinbw juinpupubpp
’ hwdkgkp tkplujugut) dhtske Lf
Zhugoupph Ytuop, npykuqh fuptkih
plwy jhoty pipphyht dke:

Announcement
Requiem Service .
)f
a‘ f

e ask those who wish to have hokehank
Masconducted for their loved ones on a give:ﬁ.f £
7 ®¥ Sunday, to please submit their names by

3 )'\Thursday noon for printing in the Sunday
| Bulletin.
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Zupgnud yuwnwujuwb pudhu
Cuwnwthph Up tpowyniphiip mpyk Yp plup

Cunwhph Up tpgwbymppiup Yp plup wpk t
June thnpuwunupd ukpkt Et hsmwwnwpdniptuku: Uhpn

wnphipp Uunniws k, pwbqh «Uunnmuws ukp E, b wb
np uhpn) ke Yp ptwlh, Uuwnniény dke Yp puwlh, no
Uuwnnuwd winp dke» (U. 8nih. 4.16):

Unwtg uhpn) mhpuybnmpbwt ptnwthph dp
dpmpptop - §p  powjunp:  Cnjuwnwpd - ukbpp
Junnwhniphitt  Yp ubkppk wyp B Yung: Uhpn
ubpyunipbwu ' wuhbunwtwt twpuwtdp,
gnnnqniphtup, hyupuniphiup, wtduyl] Jupdniupp,
whdtwuhpniphitip, qpgnmiphtup, swpniphitip bt
wlhpwiniphtup: Ukp tqué wknp 4p qopwbuy tr Yp
onnuy jnjup thnjuwnuipd qhgnnniptwdp,
hudpbpniptwdp bt Epujtudnniptudp (U. Gp. 13:4-
7): Ukpp Yp Swdyk dbpphpnt puquniphiup tr Yp
nuntw) tpwojuhp pununnipbwt (U. M. 4:8): Uhpn
ounphht Yp dwnlh ptnwuthpp tr §p Juybit Uuwnnidng
ophtuniphiun:

Monnu wnwptw) Ghknkghutpnit ninnusé hp
pnuphpnit dkp hunmwwnwgbwjubpnit §'puk. «Qbp wdkh
putbpp uhpny ppui» (U, Gp. 16:14): «Uhpny
dwnwjkgk'p hpwpnr» (Fn. 5:13): «Uuwnnidny pnpbuyg
unipphpnt b uhpbjhubpnt wku dkp ypwy hwgk'p gnipp,
nnnpumiphitip,  hhqniphiup,  Gpliuybwdnniphiup,
hpwpnt hwdpbplingd bt hpwpne bbpkny bpk dkyy
dhruhti nkd tnpuiniig nmiuktiwp, hisyku Lphuwninu dkqh
utipkg, nnip wy unjup ppk'p, bt wyu wdkl pwbibpnt ypuy
ukp hwugk'p, np juunwupbniptwt juyh b»(Yy. 3:12-14):
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he home is a sacred place where family members maintain and
share many values. It is also a place where they are charged
and empowered with these values todive a peaceful and God-
pleasing life. It is under tMt_fﬁLaH/collectively form oneness in
spirit and assume an important responsibility in the life of the
community. It is in this place where they break bread and share joys
and sorrows. Here the presence of the Omnipotent is felt since every
family is a miniature of a "Little Church—Ecclesia." In this "Little

Church" the inexhaustible love and the very generous blessing of God
permeate.

For Home Blessing the priest takes with him wafer and
incense, and blesses the bread, the water and the salt provided by the
family. These three fundamental elements are essential life-giving
gifts for human life. The priest asks from the Omnipotent God not to
lessen these three gifts without which life becomes impossible or
imperfect.

The bread, the water and the salt are symbols of God's infinite
goodness and care. With the blessing of these great gifts the
household is enriched spiritually and its existence perpetuated for the
service of his Creator. Along with the bread, salt, and bread offered
on a tray by the dwellers, the priest places also the wafer stamped
with a crucifix and designs of grapes and wheat. The wafer is the
presence of Christ in the home. The members of the family can either
distribute the wafer among themselves or keep it in a jar along with
flour, salt, or rice.

During Home Blessing it is customary to burn incense which
symbolizes the burning of our souls with our Lord's love. In his
supplication the Psalmist says, "Let my prayer be counted as incense
before Thee." Through this ceremony everyone's faith is replenished
and strengthened and the Lord's presence is felt.

FOR HOME BLESSING, PLEASE CALL
| FR.MASHDOTS KESHISHIAN AT (818) 293-9098. )



