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John 10:22-30
ow it was the Feast of Dedication in Jerusalem, and it was
winter. And Jesus walked in the temple, in Solomon’s porch. j

Then the Jews surrounded Him and said to Him, “How long
do You keep us in doubt? If You are the Christ, tell us plainly.”
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Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe. The works
that I do in My Father’s name, they bear witness of Me. But you do
not believe, because you are not of My sheep, as | said to you. M
heep hear My voice, and | know them, and they follow Me. An
give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall

yone snatch them out of My hand. My Father, who h
§ .'“@i-‘ven themto Me, is greater than all; and no one is able t
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i snatch them out of My Father’s hand. I and My Father are one.”
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PRAYER

By Archbishop Hovnan Derderian

The voice of God is the call of new life;
descend into the depths of your soul, O
praying Christian, because it is there that you
will hear God’s voice, the mirror of your
soul; only then will you live with a new
oath. My soul, O Lord, is thirsty of your
presence embodied in the new covenant.

“Competent Master”, eternal God, each prayer offered to
you is a sign of joy, the panacea to the heart’s pains, and my bond
with you, O Lord. O faithful, pray, pray, and pray unceasingly, so
that God’s voice and presence are in all aspects of our being and
through which peace reigns in peoples’ souls.
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FEAST OF HOLY ETCHMIADZIN

Background: According to tradition, when St. Gregory returned to
Armenia after being ordained, he saw Christ in a vision, coming down
from heaven and indicating with a golden hammer the site where he
wanted a church to be built. In the vision, St. Gregory also saw the shape
of a cathedral with pillars and arches amidst clouds and blinding lights.
At this site, the first Christian edifice in Armenia was built, and named
the Cathedral of Etchmiadzin, which Gregory built in 303 A.D.
Etchmiadzin means “descent of the only begotten,” referring to St.
Gregory’s vision.

Lesson: Sometimes God breaks into our lives like a bolt of lightning. It
happened to the shepherds when Jesus was born; it happened to St. Paul
on the road to Damascus when he was converted to Christianity; and it
happened to St. Gregory the Illuminator when he had a vision from God.

Gregory had been put into prison by the king of Armenia, Drtad,
because Gregory was a Christian. Then the king went mad and nobody
could cure him. Finally they brought Gregory out of the deep pit where
he had been imprisoned and, in the name of Christ, he cured the king.
King Drtad decided that he and all of Armenia would become Christian.
While Gregory was still instructing the king and his court about
Christianity, he had a vision. He heard a thunderous sound, and a man
descended in the form of light. The man called Gregory’s name and
commanded him to look up to see great wonders. Gregory saw angels
with wings like fire. Leading them was a tall man who carried a golden
hammer. This man flew down and struck the earth in the middle of the
city. At that spot there appeared, from bottom to top, a circular base of
gold, a column of fire capped with clouds and a cross of light.

The golden base represented the Church, and the man with the
golden hammer was Christ. Gregory was to build the mother cathedral at
the spot where Christ hit the ground. The site was named Etchmiadzin,

meaning “descent of the only-begotten”, referring to Christ as the Son of
God.

Gregory built the mother cathedral of Holy Etchmiadzin on that
very spot, probably in 303 A.D. He was also chosen by the Armenian
Christians to be the chief bishop of the Armenian lands. Etchmiadzin has
served as the center for both religious and national activities of
Armenians through the centuries. Armenians have always looked to
Etchmiadzin as the guardian of the Armenian people and as a unifying



force, whether we had an independent country or not. During the
centuries the seat of the Catholicos was moved from Etchmiadzin for
political reasons. Even so, the home of the chief bishop (Catholicos) of
the Armenian people has always returned to Holy Etchmiadzin.
Etchmiadzin has continued to represent the center of the Armenian
Apostolic Church. The seat of the catholicos returned to Etchmiadzin in
1441 A.D. and has remained there since. Etch- miadzin is currently the
home of His Holiness Karekin I, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of
All Armenians, the 132nd catholicos to occupy the throne of St. Gregory.

The Gospel reading for the Feast of Holy Etchmiadzin tells about
the time Jesus was in the Temple in Jerusalem for the Feast of
Dedication. (This feast corresponds to the modern-day Hanukkah). The
Jewish leaders were against Jesus, and they asked him to tell them
plainly if he was the Messiah, the savior that the Jewish people had been
waiting for. Jesus re- plied that he had already told them but they didn’t
believe. They also saw the good works that he did, but they didn’t
believe. Then Jesus explained his being God in clear terms saying - “I
and the Father are one”.

This last statement, made in the temple (the center of the Jewish
religion) and coming out of the blue, like St. Gregory’s vision of the
mother cathedral, angered the Jewish religious leaders so much that they
wanted to kill Jesus. It accelerated a series of events that led to Jesus’
arrest and crucifixion.

Gregory listened to God and the outcome was an inspiring
cathedral that has served as the center of Armenian Christianity for more
than 1700 years. The Jewish leaders resisted God, and that led to the
greatest evil imaginable—the death of God’s precious Son. God still
breaks into our lives, often when we least expect it. God breaks into our
lives when we’re about to steal something from a store, then realize that
it’s wrong and don’t do it. God breaks into our lives when we fight over
and over again with our brother or sister, then finally see how it hurts our
family and stop. God breaks into our lives when that little voice inside of
us tells us that we should become a priest, or Sunday School teacher, or
choir member or altar server when we grow up.

Sometimes God works in quiet ways that we might not even
realize. Other times he might work in strong, clear, obvious ways.
Whatever way God talks to us, we need to listen. His desire and his plan
are always correct, always good. If we follow God’s wishes we can do
great things.



Short Sermon

“There is only One savior” There is no salvation away from
Christ nor away from Christ’s body - which is the church -
There is no salvation except this one

When we say “all men to be saved”, we have a spiritual,
Christian, orthodox, fixed and stable principal which is: “There
is only One savior” There is no salvation away from Christ nor
away from Christ’s body -which is the church- There is no
salvation except this one but the world keeps inventing
proposals for salvation... offers... an offer to be saved from
illness... to become rich or to make a life insurance as if his will
heal you when you get sick. Will this grant you healness!? No
will this grant you a long life? No. So what!? But still you get an
offer for it, as if it will save you! There is no salvation except by
our Lord Jesus Christ. There is only one God and one mediator
between God and humans: our Lord Jesus Christ. So God came
to save us from the corrupted nature from the dominant sin,
from the eternal death... He did that by His coming to our
world, by His union with our nature. He will conquer death by
His death and He will give us the eternal life by His
resurrection. This is the summary of the story of salvation. It’s
not just a story... it is not a personal story, meaning what! It is
Christ’s, Glory be to him, but the person who cling to Him, gets
attached to Him, and hold on to Him, this person takes from
Him. What about the one who doesn’t believe this? He will not
take anything. What about the one who turns his back to Him?
He didn’t obtain anything. Salvation isn’t forced on humans but
it is available for all humans and we al are called “Servants” or
“Ambassadors” of salvation. We are meant to say to the people:
come and take from him... it’s free of charge. This is our role...
this is the right offer... this is the real salvation. So, this is our
end role as servants.



