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GOSPEL READING

< John 3:1-12

. here was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler
of the Jews.This man came to Jesus by night and said to p
Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from $*#
God; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with )
him.”
Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you,
unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born when he is old?
an he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?

\ ﬁ]esus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born
of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.That x

. awhich is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the “\)%
eapirit is spirit.Do not marvel that I said to you, “You must be b gy =

again. "The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound
.1, but cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes. So i
) everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

ou are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand
these things? 1! Very truly | tell you, we speak of what we
know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do
not accept our testimony. 21 have spoken to you of earthly things
and you do not believe; how then will you believe if | speak of
heavenly things?
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PRAYER

By Archbishop Hovnan Derderian
You are the maker of beauty, Almighty God.
You have flooded the world with Your all-
satisfying Love and grant life to the world in the
likeness of your image. You gave breath to the
human being according to your image and
planted the divine in the depths his soul. You
‘ granted him the miraculous soul to create and
lifted him up closer to you.
You are the gate of eternal life, O Most Merciful God. To you,
who have illuminated the souls of people through your boundless love, |
rededicate my life, whose architect you are. My entire life bows before
your glory and lives its rebirth with your guidance, which takes me to the
light, to the gate of peace that my soul longs forever.
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GREEN SUNDAY

he second Sunday after Easter is one of most the

beautiful and mysterious Sundays of our church. The

Sunday has two names: Ashkharamadran Giragi(World
Church Sunday) and Ganach Giragi(Green Sunday).

The term WorldChurch is used here with religious
meaning. It is a place which belongs to the whole world and
within whose walls all of Christianity prays. Obviously there
is no such building on earth capable of holding all Christians.
But if it were necessary to name such a place, it would
probably be the Upper Room in Jerusalem on the mountain of
Zion, where the apostles of our Lord gathered before and after
the resurrection and Pentecost. There would be found the
nucleus of Christ’s church which would one day become a
church of millions. So the Upper Room became the oldest and
best symbol of the entire church and we call it the World
Church.

Although the site of this building is there, the building
itself is not. In its place, we have a world church—the entire
earth which the Christian Church has taken under its roof.
Wherever the reviving spirit is, wherever is found the faith of
the gospel, there is also the foundation of the WorldChurch,
before whose altar we may all pray. The World Chapel
(Ashkharamadoor) is the spiritual temple with each believer
forming a living stone. (1 Peter 2:4-10)

The name Green given to this Sunday conveys the idea
of new life and birth symbolized by nature which is bedecked
in green for the spring season. By the resurrection of our
Lord, the whole world became green and flowered in order to
make fruitful the kingdom of God.



THE LESSON:We’re in the season of the church year when we
are celebrating the resurrection of Jesus Christ. What does
resurrection mean? It means “rising up, coming back to life.” After
Jesus died on the cross, his body was placed in the tomb, but he
was raised up, he came back to life, and gave the hope of life
forever to all of us. In the resurrection of Christ we see the ideas of
renewal, making someone or something new again, and of rebirth.
In fact, the church names this second Sunday after the resurrection
Green Sunday. How do you think the color green means renewal or
rebirth? We see the answer all around us, in the spring season of
the year. The trees and bushes lost their leaves in the fall, and all
through the cold winter they looked like they might be dead. But in
the spring the green leaves come back. Pretty flowers poke out of
the ground and buds open on the bushes that looked dead. Our
surroundings that looked so dead for so many months now are
renewed and reborn with life and color.

We can go outside and play again. We can smell the new
flowers. Its baseball time again. The beauty in this season renews
our feelings. We feel happy and alive.

And the miracle of the resurrection in this season gives us a
way to renew our souls. How can we be a part of the resurrection
of Christ? How can our souls be renewed and reborn in him?

In the Gospel reading today, a man comes and asks Jesus
this question. The man’s name is Nicodemus and he was one of the
religious leaders of the day. He comes and asks Jesus how enter
the kingdom of God. Jesus answers him saying that he needs to be
born again; not a physical birth, like a baby, but to be born of water
and the Holy Spirit. Jesus is talking about baptism.

Baptism is one of our church sacraments, one of the ways
we can receive God’s grace and strength. What happens during
baptism? The baby gets put into the water. This is something we
can see. But gvery sacrament has two parts to it; a part we can see
happening and another part we can’t see. In baptism we see the
baby being put into the water. What we don’t see is the Holy Spirit



coming into that baby, bringing God’s strength, bringing a rebirth
to the soul of the baby, adopting him as one of God’s children.

Now this was Jesus’ answer to Nicodemus, who of course
had not been baptized. But what about us? We’ve all been
baptized. We’ve all been born anew with the Holy Spirit.

For us, we can look again at those trees outside. They were
alive and green with leaves, just as we were when we were
baptized. But just as the trees lose their leaves and can look dead,
we can wander from God and be separated from Christ and start to
lead a kind of life that leads not to God, but to death. Like those
trees that come back to life in the spring, we can invite the Holy
Spirit into our lives, to give our souls a renewal and rebirth, to
guide us and to lead us.

But some of you might say that you’ve been a good
Christian. “I come to church,” you might say, “or Sunday School. I
do the things I’'m supposed to do. I’'m close to God.” Look again
outside. Some of those trees don’t lose their green. They are
evergreen trees, Christmas trees. They have that green color even
in the middle of winter. But what happens to those evergreens in
the spring? Their color becomes brighter. Some of them give pretty
flowers. They grow. Just as we, being Christians, should always be
growing in our relationship with God. All of us can improve.

How do we know that the Holy Spirit is working in us? By

asking ourselves some questions: Is what I'm doing what God
wants? Are His priorities my priorities? Do | strive to serve people,
to make the world a little better, even though doing so requires me
to make large sacrifices?
So in this beautiful time of year, when the trees are turning green
again, when the flowers are putting on their spectacular show of
colors, when in the church we are celebrating and rejoicing in the
glory and the miracle of Christ’s resurrection, a resurrection that
promises new life for all of us, let’s stop for a moment and think
how we can be reborn in the Holy Spirit. What can we do to put
God in the center of our lives? What can we do to grow and flower
in the sight of God, to please him, just as the flowers and trees
surround us and please us with their color and beauty?



WE ARE A RESURRECTED NATION

® 3 April 24, 1915, has been the Golgotha of
. the Armenian people, the path to our
crucifixion. The Armenian Genocide,

a1 premeditated and perpetrated by the
#2 Ottoman Turks is the first genocide of the
20th century Regretfully, not having been recognized
and condemned by the world community at the time, it
paved the way to other genocides.

In the history of humanity, to be Armenian is to
endure, to survive. The commemoration of the 105th
anniversary of the Armenian Genocide is a call to pay
homage to the memory of the saints of the Armenian
Genocide. In these trying times of the coronavirus
pandemic, we will never fail to shed light on this
historical injustice. Therefore, | fervently request from all
parents and grandparents to instill in the hearts, souls,
and minds of their children the vision of the Armenian
identity.

We will continue our journey as proud Armenians
embracing in our hearts the love of God, the vision of our
ancestral and historic land of Armenia, the welcoming
and blessed land of the United States of America as our
new home, the faith of our forefathers and the resilience
to rightfully demand the recognition of the Armenian
Genocide.

We live in a new world, yet the visions and
aspirations will continue to be the call of new life in our
blood. We are confined to a life in enclosure, bound to
the limits of our homes. However, our ancestors were



forcefully removed from their homes and were led on
death marches. Their lives were confined to what seemed
to be the boundless Syrian Desert of Der El Zor, as they
perished without graves.

Let us always heed to the calling of our identity and
celebrate the memory of the holy martyrs with sanctity. In
this celebration, we then feel in the depth of our hearts and
spirituality, the birth of a new life, the birth of our Motherland

and the Armenian Apostolic Church and the resurrection of our
people.

FACEBOOK

LIVE STREAM
SERVICE IN COMMEMORATION
OF THE HOLY MARTYRS OF THE

ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

We are planning on Commemorating Holy
Martyrs of the Armenian Genocide on
Friday, April 24, at 7:00 pm. This event will
be live-streamed. While we can't be together
In person, we hope you will be able to join
us remotely.






