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GOSPEL
READING

Matthew 19:3-12

lawful for a man to divorce his wife for just any reason?”

4 And He answered and said to them, “Have you not read that He ¢
whol?'made them at the beginning ‘made them male and female, > and s
said, For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined
to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? ¢ So then, they are no
longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let not

man separate.”

" They said to Him, “Why then did Moses command to give a certificate
of divorce, and to put her away?”

8 He said to them, “Moses, because of the hardness of your hearts,
i permitted you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not
so. % And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for Psexual

,immorality, and marries another, commits adultery; and whoever marries ‘\\
her who is divorced commits adultery.”

» 10 His disciples said to Him, “If such is the case of the man with Aiswife, it
(\ is better not to marry.”

whom it has been given: 12For there are [“eunuchs who were born thus
/i from their mother’s womb, and there are eunuchs who were made
. eunuchs by men, and there are eunuchs who have made themselves
eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven’s sake. He who is able to accept itlet
him accept iz.”



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+19+&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-23767a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+19+&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-23772b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+19+&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-23775c
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PRAYER

By Archbishop Hovnan Derderian

Etchmiadzin, a sacred place, where | see the
image of God, a place turned into prayer from
the depth of centuries; prayers passed on
through innumerable souls that have passed
through the sacred place where Christ, “The
Only Begotten Descended.” O Lord, make
5 this sacred place where Your Only Begotten
Son descended into a blessed icon in my soul and in every
Armenian’s heart.
Receiver of prayers, O Eternal God, in as much as many prayers
weave your crown, at this moment a sweet prayer and a humble
heart beseeches you and wishes to be engulfed by your light. Hear
our prayers, O Lord, and make our soul the unassailable spiritual
treasury of Your Goodness.
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SHORT STORIES
Everyone Has a Story in Life

A 24 year old boy seeing out from the train’s window shouted...

“Dad, look the trees are going behind!”

Dad smiled and a young couple sitting nearby, looked at the 24 year
old’s childish behavior with pity, suddenly he again exclaimed...

“Dad, look the clouds are running with us!”

The couple couldn’t resist and said to the old man...

“Why don’t you take your son to a good doctor?” The old man smiled
and said...“I did and we are just coming from the hospital, my son was
blind from birth, he just got his eyes today.”

Every single person on the planet has a story. Don’t judge people
before you truly know them. The truth might surprise you.

The Elephant Rope

As a man was passing the elephants, he suddenly stopped,
confused by the fact that these huge creatures were being held by
only a small rope tied to their front leg. No chains, no cages. It was
obvious that the elephants could, at anytime, break away from their
bonds but for some reason, they did not.

He saw a trainer nearby and asked why these animals just
stood there and made no attempt to get away. “Well,” trainer said,
“when they are very young and much smaller we use the same size
rope to tie them and, at that age, it’'s enough to hold them. As they
grow up, they are conditioned to believe they cannot break away.

They believe the rope can still hold them, so they never try to
break free.”

The man was amazed. These animals could at any time break
free from their bonds but because they believed they couldn’t, they
were stuck right where they were.

Like the elephants, how many of us go through life hanging
onto a belief that we cannot do something, simply because we failed at
it once before?

Failure is part of learning; we should never give up the
struggle in life.
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Short Sermon

Even if your life is almost ending and you are still
striving against something wrong, it’s a good thing that you are
still trying. Your trials mean that you love God and accordingly,
you will have a place in the eternal life.

If you want to tell God “I love you”, tell him “Thank you
Lord”... They are both the same. The “thank you” that arisen in
times of trouble has a different taste... what does this means?
When you give thanks to God for earning a lot of money, or
when you give thanks for success these are normal situations...
But what about thanking God for a trial, or for any sort of loss,
for a problem... or for pain. This kind of giving thanks means a
lot God... what does it means? It’s like you are telling God: “O
Lord, I love you no matter what, Do whatever You want and I
will still love you.” I will keep on loving you no matter what
You do to me...and I will keep thanking You. Because I am
certain You won’t do me anything but that which is good. I am
Your son do whatever You want... let me pass through some
pain, rebuke me, straighten my way, test me, check me up... If I
am leading in a vain way, lead me to the eternal path... I will
keep on loving You. This revels what’s inside us my dears, why?



We give thanks when there are no problems and everything is
going well through we don’t even give a heartfelt thanks... we
just say the word of thanks and that’s’ it. But when things are
not going as we expect or want, for instance, the Green card was
delayed... or the kids are not doing well at school or you are in
debt and unable to pay... or a problem occurred in Egypt, you
realize that your prayers will be overwhelmed by sorrow...
requests nagging... and you stopped giving thanks So whatl!...
Keep on giving thanks.

I will cherish you Lord because you embrace...

Sometimes a man or a woman comes to me deprives from
love, I mean they were raised in a harsh way and this boy or
man tells me “Father I wish God to take me in His arms and
embrace me” be says that, [ want a hug, I want to feel this; want
to feel what I have lost. When I watch it in a movie, I get
jealous... When I read it in books, I keep crying. Why are these
people satiated with love and I can’t find it, and of course, some
of them surrender themselves to the devil to find the missing
love. Can you imagine when someone takes time alone with
God, or stands in front of the altar, or enjoys God’s blessings
would say such words: “His left under my head and His right
holds me” It means he reached the extent of feeling that God is
taking Him in His arms. Is that possible? Yes, of course, it is...
Do you think this hug needs to be physical one so what you can
feel it? This is a feeling... and a feeling is not so hard to reach.
David says: My mom and dad left me, and the Lord supported
me; I will cherish you Lord because You embraced me So, can
you reach that extent... When you feel everyone doesn’t care
about you and your world is upside down. Go pray and tell God
take me in your arms. I want to say it from my heart “ His left
under my head and His right holds me” I won’t sleep till I feel
that I'm sleeping in your arms , because you are my father, my
bridge groom and my everything.



ST. KEVORK ARMENIAN
CHURCH

will be observing

St Mary's Day and the Blessing of the
Grapes. We invite you to participate in
this celebration and bake sale fundraiser.

AUGUST I6TH
BADARAK 11-1PM (MAX 25 PEOPLE)

DRIVE-THRU 1-3PM "
PLEASE RSVP

with your order of Armenian traditional pastries and
grapes.

The Ladies Society will be hosting a bake
sale to celebrate St. Mary's day.

Please click the link to let us know if you would
like to order anything from the drive-thru Bake
Sale, or will be attending the Badarak Services



https://oregonarmenianchurch.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=73ecbd952d9d02b749f720db4&id=3f7478376c&e=f7fab7e519
https://oregonarmenianchurch.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=73ecbd952d9d02b749f720db4&id=3f7478376c&e=f7fab7e519
https://oregonarmenianchurch.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=73ecbd952d9d02b749f720db4&id=3f7478376c&e=f7fab7e519

