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GOSPEL READING

Luke 16:1-13

(He also said to His disciples: “There was a certain rich man
who had a steward, and an accusation was brought to him that
this man was wasting his goods. So he called him and said to
him, ‘What is this I hear about you? Give an account of your
tewardship, for you can no longer be steward.’ f
“Then the steward said within himself, ‘What shall I do? For
my master is taking the stewardship away from me. | cannot dig; | am
ashamed to beg. | have resolved what to do, that when | am put out of
the stewardship, they may receive me into their houses.’
“So he called every one of his master’s debtors to him, and said to the
first, ‘How much do you owe my master?” And he said, ‘A hundred
easures of oil.” So he said to him, ‘Take your bill, and sit do
quickly and write fifty.” Then he said to another, ‘And how much do
'@ou owe?’ So he said, ‘A hundred measures of wheat.” And he said t

im, ‘Take your bill, and write eighty.” So the master commended t
unjust steward because he had dealt shrewdly. For the sons of thi
aacld are more shrewd in their generation than the sons of light.
¥ “And I say to you, make friends for yourselves by unright '
m,ammon that when you fail, they may receive you into T‘
rlastmg home. He who is faithful in what is least is faithful als 4
JEeh; and he who is unjust in what is least is unjust also in muc .
_ --&herefore if you have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammong%* £ 'a
o will commit to your trust the true riches? And if you have not '

been faithful in what is another man’s, who will give you what is your
own?

5

“No servant can serve two masters; for either he will hate the
A one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise
A the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.”
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THE LENTEN JOURNEY... A WALK WITH GOD

By Archbishop Hovnan Derderian

“...Give an account of your management...”” (Luke 16:2).

His image, shall account for the gift bestowed upon us. It is our
duty to live our lives according to the Word of God. Moreover,
we shall be held accountable for our covenant with the Almighty.

I ife is a stewardship and is God’s gift to humanity. We, created in

Throughout the course of our lives, we fill many positions for
which we are held accountable. We must carry out these roles with honor
and humility.

In this Great Lenten, we a conveyed a divine message, namely to
be accountable for our actions and on a broader scale, our lives. We shall
be stewards and be held accountable for God’s invaluable gift of life.



The Parable of the Unjust Steward

You are not the only one who finds the Parable of the Unjust
Steward confusing. It has puzzled many people through the ages. How is
it that an unfaithful steward, about to be relieved of his position, gains
praise from his employer when he ends his career by stealing more from
him.

In order to better understand this parable, we need to look at the
context in which it was presented. The Parable of the Unjust Steward is
the fourth story given in a series that begins in Luke 15. "Then all the tax
collectors and the sinners drew near to Him to hear Him. And the
Pharisees and scribes complained, saying, "This Man receives sinners
and eats with them.™" (Luke 15:1-2). The Pharisees and the scribes could
not match Jesus' knowledge of God and the Bible so they resorted to a
common trick, they sought to besmirch his reputation. His personal
reputation was solid so they attacked through association. If a man hangs
around with sinners, well then obviously he has something in common
with them; he, too, must be a sinner!

Jesus responds by telling four parables. The first is the Parable of
the Lost Sheep (Luke 15:3-7). The parable tells us that every soul is
precious to God and is worth great effort to save. The Pharisees and the
scribes had the wrong viewpoint. They saw men and women who sinned.
Jesus saw people who needed to be saved.

The second story is the Parable of the Lost Coin (Luke 15:8-10).
With this parable Jesus reminds us that we will put forth a lot of effort to
a task that we deem valuable enough. The coin that the widow lost was
only a drachma, about a day's wage. Even though she had nine other
coins, she made a very thorough search for the lost coin and then
ecstatically announced to her neighbors her fortune in finding it again. If
people put that much value in a small piece of silver, of what then is a
human soul worth to God? If people get that excited about finding a lost
piece of silver, how much more excited is God over the recovery of a lost
soul?

The third story is the famous Parable of the Prodigal Son (Luke
15:11-32). In this story we learn that God wants us back even when we
turn against him. God is able to forgive and forget all past wrongs when



a sinner returns to him. The sinners seeking out Jesus were represented
by the lost son. The Pharisees and scribes were represented by the older
son who was too caught up in his own righteousness to see the value in
another person's return.

Finally, we arrive to the fourth story, the Parable of the Unjust
Servant (Luke 16:1-13). While we might be confused by the story, keep
in mind that the Pharisees and scribes understood the point. They knew
that Jesus was talking about them. "Now the Pharisees, who were lovers
of money, also heard all these things, and they derided Him" (Luke
16:14).

Analyzing the Parable

The Parable of the Unjust Servant is not the only time that Jesus
used a story about an unrighteous person to illustrate a point about
righteousness. The Parable of the Unrighteous Judge in Luke 18:1-8 is
another such case. But to understand Jesus' point, we need to break down
the symbolism to see principle being illustrated.

The lord in this story is easily recognized as the Lord God. To
Him each of us are stewards of God's creation and the blessings God
gives to us. When God created the world, He gave mankind dominion
over it. "Then God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and
multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the
sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on
the earth™" (Genesis 1:28).

A steward is a fit description of our roles on earth. A steward
does not own the things he manages. In the same way God gives us our
lives to manage, but our lives and everything that we have belongs to
God. ""And the Lord said, ""Who then is that faithful and wise steward,
whom his master will make ruler over his household, to give them their
portion of food in due season? Blessed is that servant whom his master
will find so doing when he comes. Truly, | say to you that he will make
him ruler over all that he has. But if that servant says in his heart, "My
master is delaying his coming,” and begins to beat the male and female
servants, and to eat and drink and be drunk, the master of that servant
will come on a day when he is not looking for him, and at an hour
when he is not aware, and will cut him in two and appoint him his
portion with the unbelievers. And that servant who knew his master's
will, and did not prepare himself or do according to his will, shall be



beaten with many stripes. But he who did not know, yet committed
things deserving of stripes, shall be beaten with few. For everyone to
whom much is given, from him much will be required; and to whom
much has been committed, of him they will ask the more™ (Luke 12:42-
48).

With the blessings God has granted to each of us comes a
varying amount of ability. We each have different talents to use and God
expects us to use those abilities well. "As each one has received a gift,
minister it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of
God" (I Peter 4:10). One of the major duties God has given to Christians
is the spreading of the gospel. "Let a man so consider us, as servants of
Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. Moreover it is required in
stewards that one be found faithful” (I Corinthians 4:1-2).

We naturally expect that a servant entrusted with a master's
possessions and given critical tasks would be faithful in fulfilling the
trust the master placed in the servant. But how many of us are truly
faithful stewards of God? Have we not all wasted precious time on the
job, time that could have been profitably used in the Master's service?
We have all bypassed opportunities that could have brought great profit
to our Master. Instead, we often apply our talents toward things that our
Master is not interested. In short, we "all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God" (Romans 3:23). Just like the man in the parable, each one
of us are unjust stewards.

The unjust steward didn't want to work for a living; he was too
lazy to put forth that much effort. Doesn't that describe you and 1? How
many of us look for the easiest way out, the way that requires least
effort? The unjust steward refused to beg; he had too much pride. Here
too most of us find there are things beneath our dignity to do.

Being forewarned that he is about to lose his job, the unjust
steward brilliantly provides for himself by making use of his lord's
resources. But note carefully that the lord doesn't commend the
mismanagement of his possessions. "So the master commended the
unjust steward because he had dealt shrewdly"” (Luke 16:8). Jesus is not
praising his unrighteous actions. The admiration is for the brilliant
planning.

We too have been warned that we don't have much time left for our
stewardship. Life is short. It will not last forever. "For what is your life?



It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away"
(James 4:14). In real terms, it won't be long before we will have to stand
before our Lord and give an account of our stewardship. "And as it is
appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment" (Hebrews
9:27). "So then each of us shall give account of himself to God" (Romans
14:12).

All parables are aimed toward a particular point. They start to
break down when they are stretched too far or applied to the wrong point.
In essence, Jesus is stating that the ungodly people in this world know
how to get the most from worldly things that, truth be told, they don't
even own; but, the so-called godly people don't know how to get the
most from spiritual things. "For the sons of this world are more shrewd
in their generation than the sons of light" (Luke 16:8). The Pharisees
were squandering precious resources. There were people in their midst
who needed to be brought back to God and they refused to see their
value.

Application

If we are to receive praises from God in the Judgment, we need
to make the most of the resources that God has given us to our best
advantage. We are not aiming for a better life in this world because life
here is temporary. We won't be around long to enjoy it. The only lasting
treasure is our heavenly home. "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on
earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal;
but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor
rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your
treasure is, there your heart will be also" (Matthew 6:19-21).
Importantly, what benefits God also benefits us in the long run. If we use
God’s gifts to us to provide for ourselves in the hereafter, then we are not
wasting our Lord’s resources; we are doing God’s will.

"And | say to you, make friends for yourselves by unrighteous
mammon, that when you fail, they may receive you into an everlasting
home" (Luke 16:9). The friends of whom Jesus is speaking are not
worldly friends, but spiritual friends, for they are awaiting to receive us
into an everlasting home. As people of God, we need to use the things of
the physical realm to accomplish the spiritual goals of Christ. *Command
those who are rich in this present age not to be haughty, nor to trust in
uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to
enjoy. Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give,



willing to share, storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time
to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life" (I Timothy 6:17-19). It is
our obedience to Christ that creates a lasting friendship with him. "You
are My friends if you do whatever | command you" (John 15:14).

Jesus also informs us that God is watching what we do with the
little things that He gives us that we call our life to see if we are faithful
enough to handle more important things. "He who is faithful in what is
least is faithful also in much; and he who is unjust in what is least is
unjust also in much. Therefore if you have not been faithful in the
unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches?
And if you have not been faithful in what is another man's, who will give
you what is your own?" (Luke 16:10-12). We use this principle in
business. You don’t put a young man, fresh from college, in charge of
your company. You start him out on small jobs. If he can handle it, you
move him up. The fact is that people tend to behave in the same manner,
whether dealing with little or much. A person who is willing to steal
small change will have not restraint if an opportunity arises to steal a
large fortune. Thus, we can view this life as a test for promotion to the
next life. "For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have
abundance; but from him who does not have, even what he has will be
taken away" (Matthew 25:29). If we can’t make profitable use of our
borrowed lives from God, why should we be given eternal life?

The Pharisees and scribes true problem was that they were too
caught up in their current lives. They had lost the proper perspective.
They lost sight of the spiritual goal and made a priority of living in the
physical realm. "No servant can serve two masters; for either he will hate
the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise
the other. You cannot serve God and mammon" (Luke 16:13).
Something must give. You have to make a choice regarding who you
will serve.

What will you do with the life God has loaned to you?
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SUNDAY OF THE STEWARD

he fourth Sunday of Lent, The Sunday of the Steward, involves

another parable told by Jesus (Luke 16:1-13); its great lesson is

the power of salvation. We learn that we are responsible to God
for all of our works and deeds-and responsible, too, to utilize the gifts He
has given us. We should all be prepared, for one day we will be called to
give an accounting of ourselves to God.
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Weekly
Lenten

Vespers

Every
Friday
Evening

Service

VESPERS EZ
e T—— Vespers Schedule
m - February 28

March 6
March 13
March 20
March 27

April 3
Saint Kevork Armenian Church pleased to present weekly
Lenten Vespers

Every Friday, from 7PM to 8PM
Praise, Pray, Learn and Enjoy a time of fellowship

Join us in our Lenten Journey leading up to the Resurrection
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ

What's the meaning of VVespers?

Vespers is a sunset evening prayer service in the Armenian
church of the canonical hours. The word comes from the Greek
("hespera™) and the Latin vesper, meaning "evening".

-Evening Worship, is the Means of Grace.

If God nourishes our faith by the preaching of the gospel,
why wouldn’t we want to hear the gospel preached more than once
on Sunday? Since “faith comes from hearing and hearing through
the word of Christ” (Rom 10.17) and it is the “the preaching of
Jesus Christ” that strengthens us (Rom 16.25), we must realize that
the evening worship service provides another opportunity for our
faith to be built up and our knowledge of Christ to grow. Also the
Great Lent is great opportunity to return and to get closer to God.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 -
5 6 7 8 9 10 1
*Palm Sunday **Washing of Good Friday, Holy Saturday,
10:30 AM the Feet 6:30 PM | Burial Service Eve 6:00 PM
8:00 PM
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enjuagiope dundp 6:30-h Doy Neppuf Bupniflwl
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12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Easter 11:00 PM
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*April 5th- Children's Procession 12:00 PM , Vwlinijubph Prupop dunip 12:00-h1,0pening Doors Ceremony
12:30PM, Fnlipuigk p dunip 12:30-hk
**April 9th- Maundy Thursday, Holy Liturgy 11:30 U. "Immmpmq dunfp 11:30-hls, Order Of Darkness Passion
8:00PM, howtwpnud dunfp 8:00-his
Lenten Vespers 7PM, 2ulynuid dundp 7-hii: February 28th,March 6th,13th,20th,27th and April 3rd




