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GOSPEL READING

Luke 4:25-30

ut | tell you truly, many widows were in Israel in the days of
' Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, j

and there was a great famine throughout all the land; but to none
of them was Elijah sent except to Zarephath, in the region of Sidon, to a
woman who was a widow. And many lepers were in Israel in the time of
Elisha the prophet, and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the
Syrian.”

So all those in the synagogue, when they heard these things, were filled
ith wrath, and rose up and thrust Him out of the city; and they led H

o the brow of the hill on which their city was built, that they migh
ﬁrow Him down over the cliff. Then passing through the midst of the

LR e went His way.
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PRAYER

By Archbishop Hovnan Derderian

The Lord of Goodness is willing when the
soul is willing to walk in God’s path. Your
will is Holy, my Lord, God. The power of
your love is in you will. The will of God is
beyond the understanding of people. The
Gospel is the holy book that explains your
will, the gate of life that takes you to the new
life and lifts you up.

Father of all, you sent your Only Begotten Son from
heaven to earth; he became the golden bridge to heaven for people;
my soul calls upon you in the peace of the night. | hear your sweet
voice, the voice of new life, which is lived only in a creative life
woven with the treads of faith.
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315, HRIPSTME AND GAYANE

ccording to some historians, St. Hripsime was a descendant of
the royal family of Rome, who escaped from Rome with some

other Christian women because of persecution. One of the

women, by the name of Gayane, was their leader. They came to
Armenia and established themselves in the vicinity of the city of
Vagharshabad where they found an abandoned wine press in which they
lived.

They earned their livelihood by making and selling beads. Some
have thought there were thirty-seven women, but according to the
historian Khorenatzy, there were more than seventy.

King Drtad of Armenia, who was still a heathen at that time,
wanted to marry St. Hripsime and ordered that she be brought to his
palace. When Hripsime was brought before the king, she refused to deny
her Christian faith and also refused the marriage proposal of the king.
Then King Drtad called St. Gayane to his palace and asked her to
persuade Hripsime to submit to the king. But, contrary to his command,
Gayane advised Hripsime not to submit to the demands of the king, and
continue in her resistance, even to a martyr’s end. Because of her
bravery, St. Gayane suffered great tortures. Hripsime also remained firm
in her faith. Both of them eventually escaped from the palace of King
Drtad and returned to their dwelling place.

By the order of King Drtad, executioners hunted down, tortured
and killed Hripsimeh. They also killed the other women by fiendish
tortures, including their leader St. Gayane. The martyrdom of these
women took place in the last year of St. Greg- ory the Illuminator’s
imprisonment in the deep pit (dungeon). After having the nuns killed, the
king went mad, and St. Gregory was released from the pit to cure him.
St. Gregory found the relics of the women. He had them buried and had
martyria built upon them, designating them as Hripsimyantz and
Gayanyantz.

In the Armenian Church, the celebration of the memory of St.
Hripsime, and St. Gayane and their companions, takes place every year
at the beginning of summer before the feast commemorating St. Gregory
the [lluminator’s deliverance from the pit.
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POVERTY WOMAN AND ATHEIST

A poor woman is calling a radio station during a call, asking
God for help.

An atheist heard this report and decided to laugh at that
woman. After found her address, she called her secretary and ordered
her to buy a large amount of food to send the woman. However, he
sends his secretary to the following location: He says, when the
woman asks, "Who sent these meals? Tell him that he sent the devil."

When the secretary arrives at the home of the woman, she is
very glad and gives her gratitude for her help and begins to arrange
her food in her small house.

The secretary asks her, you didn’t ask me who has sent these
foods.

The woman replied, "It is not my concern, for when God
prepares a thing, even the devils obey him.

(the Arabic translation).



Sermon

I'm living in this world for one purpose;
God brought me here in this world and placed His spirit in me for one
thing: To Love

We are loving human beings... God left us in this world
as Christians to love... to overflow love on all. To live, for few
days on earth, loving all and then leave earth, most humans do
that. The devils tells them lie, steal, be selfish, hate, desire.
Don’t you have a Father? Your father is love, God is love, so you
too are love, don’t say I will do to him same as he did to me but
say if I have loved him more, he wouldn’t have... Maybe if I
have loved these people more, their gloomy faces would have
been transformed; their un-nice ways would have changed. So,
when someone mistreats you, what are you supposed to say? I'm
lacking love. I will keep loving him more... | am committed to
love him more, Do you think when you stand in front of God
and tell Him: They treated me unfairly, so I cheated I was
unfair, I insulted, I ... etc.. No dear this “They treated me
unfairly” won’t help. He told you “blessed are those who are
persecuted for righteousness” Blessed are you if they reveille
persecute, insult you. He didn’t say if they persecute you, you
do so and so! So thinking of treating them the same way they
treated you won't help... It’s not accepted in heaven, because
God will only ask you: did you do like Me or not?... this is the
important question . That is the only condition to go to heaven:
how much you are in My image, how much did you obey My
commandments, how much did you live like Me. So, it won’t do
if you say they did so and so... it’s over... end of discussion. In
heaven, if you point out something wrong in someone else, you
are out of the line.

When arguments happen between sisters, couples and
between a father and his son, each one is waiting for the other
to come apologize, and believe me both of them, want to



reconcile the conflict but humans’ stupidity and dignity hinders
them: He won’t come so I won'’t go, he didn’t call so I won't call,
he didn’t apologize to me so I won'’t apologize to him, he didn’t
respect me so much I won'’t respect him either. How come you
are doing this!? If he doesn’t respect you, it’s his problem, he
doesn’t have principles; he has a manner problem, But it’s a
different matter for you. God respects you so how come you
don’t respect people? God respects you to the extent of dying for
you. He died instead of you, He is worried about you... about
every tiny detail in your life, He respects all humans’ beings. He
respects the child and takes him in His arms. He respect that
poor old woman whom He put His hands on her back and cured
her, on Saturday and challenged all for her sake, Christ Himself
respects you and you don’t respect people!? Even if they are not
respectable, it’s none of your business you have to respect
everyone... grown-ups, children women men whether they are
respectable or not, you are committed to respect all. Another
example: he didn’t give me so I won’t lend him this happens a
lot in communication: Two best friends... one fails in giving the
other something so the other ends up the friendship! You are
the looser... you lost your best friend. Okay he is wrong...he
failed you but still you lost; you lost the friend of your life... and
the devil is the winner here.

Don’t say I will treat him same as he treated me, No... take
care of this saying as it’s not a Christian one, it’s an evil one. This
saying is not wise at all. It ruins all relationships. Imagine if a
mother treated her daughter same like daughter treats her many
times, our children may do us wrong or ignore us. Is it possible that
you, as a mother say I will treat her the same way?? Fine if you do
so, the relationship between you two will end up. But you as a
mother, you will forgive her, or ignore the matter or avoid opening
it up. Isn’t that true? Because that is the right thing to do... this is
wisdom. This is what keeps a relationship going on... so, isn’t it
better if you do this with all people!



