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GOSPEL READING

Mark 2:1-12

{

" And when he entered again into Capernaum after some days,
it was noisedthat he was in the house.And many were
gathered together, so that there was no longer room
[forthem], no, not even about the door: and he spake the word unto
them.And they come, bringing unto him a man sick of the palsy,
borne offour.And when they could not come nigh unto him for the
crowd, theyuncovered the roof where he was: and when they had
broken it up, they letdown the bed whereon the sick of the palsy
lay.And Jesus seeing their faith saith unto the sick of the palsy,
Son, thysins are forgiven.But there were certain of the scribes
sitting there, and reasoning intheir hearts,Why doth this man thus
eak? He blasphemeth: who can forgive sins butone, [even] God
: And straightway Jesus, perceiving in his spirit that they so
. Leasoned within themselves, saith unto them, Why reason ye these
¥ things in yourhearts?
Which is easier, to say to the sick of the palsy, Thy sins
: w‘ﬁreforgiven or to say, Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk?B
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. oforglve sins (he saith to the sick of the palsy),l say unto thee,
\erlse take up thy bed, and go unto thy house.And he arose, and
straightway took up the bed, and went forth beforethem all;

insomuch that they were all amazed, and glorified God, saying,
Wenever saw it on this fashion.
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PRAYER

By Archbishop Hovnan Derderian

You are the maker of beauty

Almighty God. You have flooded the world

with Your all-satisfying Love and grant life to

% the world in the likeness of your image. You

gave breath to the human being according to
your image and planted the divine in the depths
his soul You granted him the miraculous soul to create and lifted him
up closer to you.

You are the gate of eternal life, O Most Merciful God. To you, who
have illuminated the souls of people through your boundless love, I
rededicate my life, whose architect you are. My entire life bows before
your glory and lives its rebirth with your guidance, which takes me to
the light, to the gate of peace that my soul longs forever.
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DO WHAT IS RIGHT ANYWAY

People are often unreasonable,
Illogical, and self-centered;
Love them anyway.

If you are kind,
People may accuse you of selfish, ulterior motives;
Be kind anyway.

If you are successful,
You will win some false friends and some true enemies;
Succeed anyway.

What you spend years building,
Someone could destroy overnight;
Build anyway.

If you find serenity and happiness,
They may be jealous;

Be happy anyway.

The good you today,
People will often forget tomorrow;
Do good anyway.

Give the world the best you have,
And it may never be enough;
Give the world the best you've got anyway.

You see, in the final analysis,
It is between you and GOD;
It never was between you and them anyway.........

(Author Unknown)
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The Dean Schooled Them

One night four college kids stayed out late, partying
and having a good time. They paid no mind to the test they
had scheduled for the next day and didn’t study. In the
morning, they hatched a plan to get out of taking their test.
They covered themselves with grease and dirt and went to
the Dean’s office. Once there, they said they had been to a
wedding the previous night and on the way back they got a
flat tire and had to push the car back to campus.

The Dean listened to their tale of woe and thought. He
offered them a retest three days later. They thanked him and
accepted his offer.hat time.

When the test day arrived, they went to the Dean. The Dean
put them all in separate rooms for the test. They were fine
with this since they had all studied hard. Then they saw the
test. It had 2 questions.

1) Your Name (1 Points)

2) Which tire burst? (99 Points)
Options — (a) Front Left (b) Front Right (c) Back Left (d) Back
Right

The lesson: always be responsible and make wise
decisions.

On God’s Time

A man walked to the top of a hill to talk to God.

The man asked, “God, what’'s a million years to you?” and
God said, “A minute.”

Then the man asked, “Well, what’s a million dollars to
you?” and God said, “A penny.”

Then the man asked, “God.....can | have a penny?” and
God said, “Sure.....in a minute.”
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HOME BLESSING

he home is a sacred place where family members maintain and
share many values. It is also a place-where they are charged
and empowered whluh\e%rgn\ﬁ/gm?xd live a peaceful and God-
pleasing life. It is under this roof that all collectively form oneness in
spirit and assume an important responsibility in the life of the
community. It is in this place where they break bread and share joys
and sorrows. Here the presence of the Omnipotent is felt since every
family is a miniature of a "Little Church—Ecclesia.” In this "Little

Church" the inexhaustible love and the very generous blessing of God
permeate.

For Home Blessing the priest takes with him wafer and
incense, and blesses the bread, the water and the salt provided by the
family. These three fundamental elements are essential life-giving
gifts for human life. The priest asks from the Omnipotent God not to
lessen these three gifts without which life becomes impossible or
imperfect.

The bread, the water and the salt are symbols of God's infinite
goodness and care. With the blessing of these great gifts the
household is enriched spiritually and its existence perpetuated for the
service of his Creator. Along with the bread, salt, and bread offered
on a tray by the dwellers, the priest places also the wafer stamped
with a crucifix and designs of grapes and wheat. The wafer is the
presence of Christ in the home. The members of the family can either
distribute the wafer among themselves or keep it in a jar along with
flour, salt, or rice.

During Home Blessing it is customary to burn incense which
symbolizes the burning of our souls with our Lord's love. In his
supplication the Psalmist says, “Let my prayer be counted as incense
before Thee." Through this ceremony everyone's faith is replenished
and strengthened and the Lord's presence is felt.

FOR HOME BLESSING, PLEASE CALL
\ FR.MASHDOTS KESHISHIAN AT (818) 293-9098. ]



DONATE FOR ALTAR FLOWERS

ne way to celebrate the life of a loved family member or a friend is to
donate either altar flowers for the Divine Liturgy.

Donations may be made by individuals or families for various
occasions, such as name days, birthdays, anniversaries or on the occasion of a
Requiem Service (Hokehankist).
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The Meaning of the Grapes

It is important to know the meaning of the
grapes!

Question: Why does the Armenian Church do
the blessing of the grapes on the Day of the
Assumption of the Holy Mother-Of-God?

1.Let’s remember, my dears - the grapes have
spiritual meaning in them. First of all because when
Noah came out of the arkafter landing on the
Mountain Ararat when the Great Flood was over, the
first thing he planted on the earth was a vineyard.

2.Jesus himself said: -“m the true vine”
(John 15). What is made out of grapes? Wine! And
what does wine symbolize? It represents the blood
of Jesus Christ. Therefore, my dears, the blessing
of the grapes takes place on the Day of the
Assumption of the Holy Mother-Of-God, as Saint
Mary was the one to give birth the true wine, our
Jesus Christ!

When the wine runs out during the wedding at
Cana, Jesus delivers a sign of his glory by turning
water into wine - meaning that Jesus Christ came to
sweeten our lives, converting the worries and
difficulties, that pressure our souls like water,
intosweet wine.

Der Mashdots Keshishyan






